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Impact on Class Management of Teacher’s Gender Stereotype
- A Study on Public Kindergartens in Taichung
- County and City

Biao, Mei-Lan
Department of Early Childhood Education, National Taitung University

Abstract
This study is dedicated to the purposed of: First, understanding the

effect of gender stereotype on the class management of kindergarten
teachers. Second, discussing the effect of gender stereotype on class
management of kindergarten teachers of various backgrounds.

This study aims at teachers from kindergarten affiliated with public
elementary schools in Taichung county and city. Tool being adopted in
analysis 1s “Questionnaire on the effect of gender stereotype on class
management of kindergarten teachers”, with return rate of 76.03% among
368 takers. The result of this survey is analyzed with statistical tool such as
percentage, mean, standard error, t-test, One-way ANOVA along with a
detailed group interview on six teachers from Taichung county and city.
The following conclusions are found via questionnaire and research result:
1. the effect of gender stereotype on the class management of kindergarten

teachers

(1) From the questionnaire
Teachers from public school didn’t show significant trend of gender
stereotype while in other aspects, arranged in order of significance of
trend, communications between teachers and parents, teaching

performance, class management and interactions between teachers



and students.

(2) From the detailed group interview

(a) Teaching performance: Teachers tend to be sensitive to gender
stereotype issues hidden in the teaching materials when choosing
among various materials. Teachers try to clarify with students
randomly the gender stereotype concepts hidden in the materials.

(b) Class management: Teachers’ expectations on either boys or girls
totally comply with the gender stereotype of the characteristic
trait on either gender. Teachers never notice gender stercotype
issues aroused from the decoration of the classroom. Teachers
don’t consider the arrangement of teaching aids in learning area to
be a factor of the formation of gender segregation. Instead, they
tried to guide or encourage students to play with teaching aids in
different areas strategically.

(c) Interactions between teachers and students: Teachers spend less
time teaching female students efficiently and tend to be tender
and patient. On the other hand, Teachers need to show more effort
providing guidance to male students and tend to be strict and less
patient. In terms of punishment, teachers tend to be more strict on
male students while they choose soft measure such as oral
warning on female students. Teaches tend to spend more time
interacting with make students than female students while most of
the interactions between teachers and male students tend to be
negative.

(d) Communications between teachers and parents: Teachers tend to
talk to female parents about problems and feel more comfortable
communicating with the mother since there are more common

topics between teachers and female parents. On the other hand,

vi



teachers tend to be conservative or nod politely when they
communicate with male parents. Consequently, the gender of the
parent tends to influence the communication between teachers
and parents.
2. the effect of gender stereotype on class management of kindergarten
teachers of various backgrounds.

(1) Among teachers from various ages, no difference was showed on the
teaching performance and interactions between teachers and
students. However, it was found teachers above the age of 50 shows
a higher tendency of gender stereotype in class management and
communications between teachers and parents than teachers of and
below the age of 30.

(2) In terms of seniority, teachers of public school serving for more than
21 years, including those who serve 21 years, show a higher
tendency of gender stereotype toward class management than
teachers serving less than ten years.

(3) In terms of highest education, public school teachers graduated from
junior college of early education show a higher tendency of gender
stereotype toward class management than teachers graduated from
department of education in teachers college. On the other hand,
public school teachers graduated from junior college of early
education show a lower tendency of gender stereotype toward
communications between parents and teachers.

(4) In terms of marital status, married teachers show a higher tendency
of gender stereotype toward class management than single teachers.

(5) In terms of further education, public school teachers participating
gender education held by universities and colleges show

significantly lower tendency of gender stereotype than teachers who

vil



didn’t participate, participate for less than one day (including a
four-hour seminar) and teachers who participate for more than two
days. However, teachers who spend less than one day (including a
four-hour seminar) participating in further education show a higher
tendency of gender stereotype than teachers who didn’t participate

at all.

Keyword: Teacher, Gender Stereotype, Class management, Public

Kindergarten
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