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A Study of the Bible Archetype in Jacob Have I Loved

Abstract

The Bible is one of the sources of western literature. Allusions from the Bible
have been frequently employed in literary works, and countless western works have
also been affected. The well-known American children literature writer, Katherine
Peterson, also used the Bible as an archetype of her work, Jacob Have | Loved. In
Jacob Have | Loved, numerous allusions and verses from the Bible were applied.
Thus, through the connections between Jacob-Have | Loved and the Bible, this study
aimed to find out the impact of the Bible archetype on Jacob Have | Loved. In this
study, Jacob Have | Loved was used as the research text. From the text, descriptions
related to the Bible were explored through close reading. Characters, storylines, and
themes between the two texts were later compared to find out Peterson’s narrative
strategies.

It was discovered that Peterson employed three stories about sibling rivalry in the
Bible, including the story of Esau, the story of Cain, and the story of Joseph. Through
these archetypes, Peterson developed the storyline of Jacob Have | Loved and
enhanced the portrayal of these characters to express the theme of love. In the aspect
of the Bible verses, Peterson quoted the original verses and interpreted them to
portray the psychology of the characters. Her narrative strategies were mainly based
on applying the Bible to reveal characters, develop storylines, and present the theme.
Peterson has successfully transformed the allusions from the Bible into a modern
novel. She not only sufficiently exploited the Bible as a source of literatures and also

enriched the implications of Jacob Have | Loved.

Keywords: Katherine Peterson, the Bible, archetype, narrative strategies
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