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An inquiry on the customs of marriage and giving birth in Liouciou Township Office,
Pingtung county

Hwang Su Cing

abstract

Liouciou Township Office is the only insuler in Pingtung county. It owns abundent
marine resources and human landscape. Combined with the time and the space, the
lifestyle of the island’s residents becoms a kind of the unique culture which is apart
from the Taiwan’s main island. Among these cultures, marriage and rear are the
speciaist. Currently, the Liouciou island still sustain the custom of going to meet
one's bride at her home before escorting her back to one's own home for the wedding
with abridal sedan chair, and it recruits female carman overall. Expect for this, the other
relevant customs are also unique. Due to these reasons, it deserves to be inquired
deeply.

The approaches of questionnaire, deeply interview and on-site investigation are
used to record the island’s unique marriage and giving birth in this dissertation, and
further understand how these two customs are deeply rooted in the residents’ lifestyle.
Expect for building a whole part of the culture in the marriage and giving birth, the
karma and context which are formed in the unique space are a'so going to be inquired.

After the research, this dissertation induct the indigenous customs of marriage and
giving birth. These characteristics are written below:

1. The customs of marriage and giving birth are deeply influenzied by religious belief.
Procedures from the premarriage’s chossing day, named after the birth, and
especially marry a bride ceremony are proceeded by the deity’s leadership. It is
convinced that many taboos are formed deeply by the influence on religious belief.

2. the customs of marriage and giving birth exist the strong sexua perspective. The
perspective of valuing men and belittling women is deeply rooted, and in order to
pass down the posterity’s business, the son’s marriage is especially the most
important matter. Women are proud of getting a boy, and it also a way to cultivate
her status in her husband’s family.

3. The customs of marriage and giving birth retain the special conventions. Procedures
from marriage’s going to meet one's bride at her home before escorting her back to
one's own home for the wedding with a bridal sedan chair, bride’s entering a door,
and circumventing of husband’s family, to cooking oil rice on the ¢ omplete month,
and the custom of dumpling, are teemed with characteristics.

4. The customs of marriage and giving birth keep an eye on reciprocity with Courtesy



between relatives by marriage. Procedures from two family’s alliance on the
marriage, to giving the gift of complete month, four months, and year old on t he
custom of rear, increase the contact and interact between relatives by marriage.

5. The customs of marriage and giving birth show the dense humanness. Procedures
from distributing bride cakes and remains of foods on the marriage, giving the gift
of amonth of time starting from delivery of ababy or the period of the mother's rest,
giving red dumpling on the complete month, and especially providing relatives to
pack foods on the marriage banquet, per vade the dense humanness everywhere.

Key words: Liferite ~ Taboo - The culture changes.
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