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The conflict and growth in Jerry Spinelli’s young adult novels
Taking Wringer , Maniac magee and Stargirl as examples

Yi-Wen Chen

Graduate Institute of Children’s Literature

Abstract

In the book Maniac Magee, Jerry Spinelli described an orphan who brings
together the black and white races on his journal of finding the value of family. The
story of Wringer is about a little boy who refused to be the wringer and challenged the
social values. Stargirl is a story about how a peculiar girl influences her peer

schoolmates in an adolescent school-life setting.

The author’s bold, humorous yet delicate writing technique has won these
three books several children’s book awards. By discussing the setting of conflicts as
well as the portrait, sense of value and interaction of the main characters in the books,
the focus towards conflicts and the care and expectation for adolescent growth that the

author demonstrated through these novels were studied.

A novel is a reflection of real life. It is believed that adolescents develop more
emotions and obtain more experiences during their self-identify process by reading
novels. Studies indicate that most Jerry Spinelli’s works postulate that a self-growing
process can only be achieved by going through conflicts. He portraits conflicts with
contrast of values which allows the characters in the books to examine the inner value

and reaffirm its meaning towards their inner selves.

In addition, influences from peers, parents and elders are crucial in
establishing self-identity during the process of conflicts. Emotional support and the
power of love give young adults the courage to face their journey of life. In Spinelli’s

novels, he connotes the value of “initiation and growth” under the portrait of conflicts.

Key Word : conflict, self-identify, Jerry Spinelli, ritual
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