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Implementation of “Literature Circles” in Juniordh School

Education—Reading Young Adult Novels as an Example

Abstract

A literature circle is a small group of readersnfied according to selection of
books to conduct spontaneous exploration and catiperlearning. In this study,
literature circle reading was implemented on eigbgthde students in a junior high
school in Tainan County to investigate students¢dssion on reading, comprehension,
exploration of various perspectives in their litera circles as well as the meaning of
implementing literature circles in junior-high scheducation.

Qualitative research method was adopted. Studestsucted by the researcher
were selected and provided with 50 books. During B007 and Apr 2008, a total of
four discussion activities were held. The reseaata were collected from observation,
interview, and document analysis. In each activhg students were allowed to bring
their thinking in reading into the discussion aridoause the obtained thoughts on
reading comprehension. From the results of anafysisinduction of the collected data,
the following conclusions were derived:

1. Inthe student-based and unstructured literatutdes, junior high school students
could develop learning activities by themselvegrove their sense of identity and
learning effectiveness in group activities, andoalievelop group dynamics
through social interactions.

2. Through dialogues in the literature circles, issoesld be formed and discussed,
thus deepening students’ experience of learningy freading. In this process, the
young adults would reflect their self values ansbahttempt to explore different
perspectives, construct cognitions, develop phpbsgml thinking, enhance civil
literary, and receive value education.

3. Through literature circles, students showed moréivaton for learning, more



willingness to voice their opinions, and more restgder different viewpoints. This
activity facilitated students’ understanding ofttexd development of respect for
plural cultures. With an emphasis on fun and plesghe activity could effectively
increase the efficacy of reading instructions arido aelevate the reading
atmosphere of the entire class.

4. In the observation of the feasibility and diffiqulbf implementing literature circles
in junior high school education, the researcherdadeto constantly modify the
activities and solved various problems. As a resb# researcher not only gained
self growth but also discovered junior high schsinidents’ creative thinking and
plural literacy abilities.

Finally, based on the research findings, suggestwere proposed as a reference

for schools, teachers, and future studies.

Keywords: literature circles, group discussion, reading ungion, spontaneity
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