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Teaching Problems of Rural Elementary School English Teachers
Chen Szuchien

Abstract

The objective of this study is to recognize the teaching problems and job
satisfactions of rural elementary school English teachers from different backgrounds.
As the world globalizes, English learning has become an inevitable task. In 2001, the
Ministry of Education announced to include English as one of the compulsory courses.
But in the education reformation, government authorities seldom paid attentions to
teachers’ needs. Researches on English teaching in elementary schools had widely
been conducted. However, few researches on rural districts were done. Rural
elementary schools are at a disadvantage when it comes to culture stimulations,
education resources, and number of qualified teachers due to its geographic
characteristic.

The research is conducted through a questionnaire that is designed by the
researcher, “Teaching Problems and Job Satisfactions of Rural Elementary School
English Teachers Survey.” The questionnaire is divided into three sections:
background information, teaching problems scale, and job satisfactions scale. The
survey was given to 95 subjects from Pintung County, Taitung County, Penghu
County, Kinmen County, and Matsu Island; 73 questionnaires were return. The
retrieve rate is 76.8%. Descriptive analysis, t-test, One-way ANOVA, Pearson product
moment coefficient correlation, and Multiple Regression were conducted.

The conclusions are as follow:

a. Negative correlation between teaching-hours problems and job satisfactions.

b. Education Level is the main factor influencing Teaching problems.

c. Senior teachers are overall more satisfied than junior teachers.

d. Job satisfactions can most likely be predicted by Controlled teaching-hours

Final suggestions were made to educators, administrations and future researches
based on the conclusions.

Keywords: English teacher, teaching problems, job satisfactions
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