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Becoming Multilingual

— An Analysis of Language Autobiography

Su-jung Hung

Abstract

Taitung County is a multiethnic and multilingual place. In this multilingual
society, multilinguals can easily communicate with people of different ethnic groups,
their multilingual ability is both a personal and social treasure. In this thesis,
“multilingual” was defined as ‘people with a good command of more than three
languages.

This study aimed to explore multilinguals’ language experiences, including how,
why and at what kinds of environments, and who did them learn various kind of
languages. Furthermore, multilinguals’ various languages were placed in their life
histories to show the relationships between various languages and different life stages,
it was hoped that through multlingals’ language autobiography, we can get a better
understanding of the ethnic, linguistics and cultural aspects of being multilingual. This
study used deep interview method to interview chosen multilinguals, the data were
collected, transcripted and rewritten to language autobiographies.

From these language autobiographies, the most important factors conductive to
becoming bilingual were environments, interest, motivation and the courage to speak.
The respondents showed positive responses to their multilingual ability and
multilingualism in society. For them, linguistics diversity meant precious resource,

interesting and abundant life, it also meant economic benefits, and easier

iii



communication between different groups, better interpersonal relationship, etc.
Hopefully, everyone can maek concerted efforts to construct a multilingual
environments and to defend language diversity, so that Formosa can become a

beautiful language garden.

Keyword : Taitung, Multilingual, Multilingualism, Language

Autobiography
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