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A Research on Horror Elements in Goosebumps

Yan-Ling Chen

National Taitung University
The Graduate Institute of Children Literature

Abstract

Texts of horror genre as popular literature present the world view of common
people. It can be seen as reflection and metaphor of socio-cultural trends. Its main
function is to entertain. Techniques of creating horror vary with culture, location and
epoch. Horror literature of the 21% century is developed and nurture through diverse
forms of the genres such-as oral story, myth, legends, gothic fiction and modern
mysteries.

Robert Lawrence Stine provides a chance for children to overcome their fears
through Goosebumps series. Aside from analysis of his biography and writing process,
the study investigates the Chinese version of forty volumes from this series published
by Business Weekly Publications to extract the formulaic plot as well as his sketches on
children. Three major motifs, namely extraordinary adventures or happenings,
dangerous taboos and evil forces, and revenge or Faustian bargain were identified
through textual analysis. Moreover, the study also deals with supernatural creatures
which were divided into four categories, namely the undead, the hybrid beasts, talking
inanimate objects and freaks.

The study finally examines elements that create horror atmosphere in the books.
These include choice of timeframe and environment, situation of isolation, entrapment

and desperation for characters and digression from everyday experiences. This series



have created evident popularity in American children’s book industry. Its style of
humorous horror also triggered interest in the male audience in a predominantly female
readership. The more we understand the cultural semiotic system of fear and horror, the
better we could steer away stereotypical treatments of cultural modes and interpret the

world anew.

keyword : gothic fiction ~ horror ~ mystery
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