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On the Phenomenon of Telling a Lie in Christine

Nostlinger’s Works

Lin, Yi-Chun
National Taitung University
The Graduate Institute of Children’s Literature

Abstract

Born in Vienna in 1936, Christine Nostlinger, the contemporary Children's
Literature writer, was famous in Austria and Deutsche Zone. In 1970, she published
her first work Fiery Frederica. Nostlinger has never ceased creating for more thirty
years up to now, additionally, -accumulating hundreds of works. Her works,
considerably appreciated by readers, were translated into seventy-two languages, and

won several literary awards such as Hans Christian Andersen Award.

In general, “telling a lie” is often seen as a moral stain of human nature, a sign
implying that children turn to evil. In the world of children’s literature, where the
concept of “truth, good, and beauty” is dominant, if the plots of texts are involved in
“telling a lie,” liars would be frequently punished, which is used to admonish little
readers against telling a lie. However, it is very interesting that the phenomenon of

telling a lie in Christine Nostlinger’s works demonstrates an entirely different style.

This research tries to clarify the implication of Nostlinger’s texts. At first,
clarify the meaning of “telling a lie;” then discuss the motives from those who tell a
lie and the reactions of liars and receivers before and after unmasking lies. Next,
explore the power behind lies, including imaginative power and telling-tale power,
and the meanings behind lies such as transcending inferiority, striving for superiority,
developing self-consciousness and definite sincerity. I hope to represent plural
significances of “telling a lie” in many ways, and, ultimately, to deduce Nostlinger’s

attitude toward the issue of “telling a lie” in her texts.

Key words: Christine Nostlinger, telling a lie, Children’s Literature
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