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Analysis of military and information ethics under
information crash of Google Earth : example of airbase
somewhere in Taiwan

Yu-Yi Tseng

Graduate Institute of Regional Policy & Development,
National Taitung University

Abstract
The primary purpose of this research was to explore the impact and

influence of military information ethics caused by Google Earth, space
information system, in the aspects of military ethics, information ethics,
and Military confidentiality regulatiéns.

Our research revealed that-the applied eegnition of all military ranks
toward space information.should be improved. All interviewers thought if
they had chance, they should learn hew to utilize Google Earth and apply
it to their jobs. In addition, the cognitions of all military ranks toward
terms of law were not clear enough. They even were not familiar with the
confidentiality related issues. These uncertainties would make them to use
their subjective view to judge whether people violated the laws and which
regulation is highly related to law violation. Therefore, there was an
instant need for them to know the law due to their one-sided knowledge.
Moreover, it is not illegal to use the photos got from Google Earth by
current regulations because the information is public. It will have concern
on law violation, only if, the professional personnel using their expertise
to add some confidential information on the photo and transmit it to
unknown third party or the third party pass it to other people. Besides, the
behavior of making and passing photos was already violated the
profession ethics of military information.



Result from this study suggested that people were supposed to
improve their cognition and application on Google Earth searching system
in foundational education, further education, and advanced education. In
addition, the military should strengthen the guidance of information ethics
and implement the belief of military ethics. For amendment of Military
confidentiality regulations, Ministry of Defense should gather all related
parties to review and revise Fortress Zone Act, the classification criterions
of military confidentiality and national defense secrets, and order
principles based on the development of information technology,
convenient Google Earth searching system, and the spirit of Article 2 in
The Classified National Security Information Protection Act.

Key words : Google Earth, Milita}r,yﬁ‘ét!hics, lnformation Ethics
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