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Opinions on Teaching Mother Languages—
Examples from Language Teaching Activities in Kaohsiung City
Tan Hui-bi

Abstract

Since the government executes the policy of Grade 1-9 Curriculum in the primary
education system, the introduction of teaching mother tongues (i.e. the indigenous
languages, Hakka and Min) to elementary school curriculum helps develop the status
of using and acquiring students’ mother languages in schools. Through the interviews
with 11 language teachers, and the teaching experiences of the writer, the up-to-date
information of language teaching context in elementary schools in Kaohsiung city is
revealed. Moreover, the background knowledge of the language teachers and the
problems of teaching activities and assessments are also discussed in this study. As for
the teaching pedagogy and the teaching environments, the suggestions and opinions
from these teachers help motivate the improvement for the mother language teaching
in school.

The sudden change of the curriculum brings great impact to the arrangement of
syllabus. Therefore, many schools have encountered the problems of the design of
teaching periods and personnel hiring. Some schools put the language learning session
on the early self study period, noon break, and even on after school period.
Nevertheless, the teaching environment is also neglected by the school governing
system. The most obvious situation is that one can find students with various ages and
languages are settled in one class learning only one language. We can easily expect the
worst quality of teaching in this context.

Most language teachers use the nine-leveled language textbooks published by the
NCCU (National Chengchi University). The assessments designed by the textbook
writers put more emphases on oral conversation and paper-pencil testing. Although the
culture including the traditional naming system, legends, songs and dancing is
introduced in the textbook, the over emphases on the ability of spelling and
pronunciation interfere the language teaching activities which have been under the
pressure of lacking sufficient supports of teaching materials. In addition, joining
seminars about how to teach mother languages in schools does not bring affective
techniques and skills related to the real teaching context.

Most language teachers devote their enthusiasm and knowledge on teaching, yet,



in return, they receive their wages after the end of the semesters. This causes great
problem because during the four-month semester, these teachers have no support for
their daily expenses. Besides, the low payment for nonofficial teachers cannot satisfy
their thirsts. They need more financial support on developing teaching resources and
materials. As the needs of the sense of belonging to the teaching system grow, teachers
ask for places to settle down in between the teaching sessions. The solitary condition
they are in drives them away from their enthusiasm of teaching.

The privilege of adding up scores to 35% of the original one, while students get
the certificate of indigenous language education, triggers the motivation of students to
learn their tribal languages. However, the policy of declining the score percentage per
year, which definitely influences the chances of indigenous students to enter higher
education system, is not supported by indigenous language teachers. They believe that
more language classes protect the rights of students on using their own tongues and
learning their own cultures. They also believe that more classes can benefit those who
are willing to devote themselves in teaching.

Key words : metropolitan indigenous people ; indigenous language teacher ; tribal
language teaching
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Pakayni tu pakafana no singsi tu no pangcah

samaannay ku halaten nangla
Hungay

Sakidat a sowal

| 2001 a mihcaan misatapan to ' cio nien i kowan ; hananay a dmak,lra sato
malahci ko pasifana’ay tono kafinacadan a caciyaw ,Pakayni i pitilidan pipasifana’tono
yincomin acaciyaw’, mangalef ko malo’ay i tokayay tamdaw,Masiwara to nangra ko
caciyaw no Pangca’h, deng hawi ira sato anini i karoniyaro’ ko singsi no Pangc’ah.

Pakayni to matayaray ira ko-mamo’tepay ira ko ccay a singsi i tilidan, hanomita
mitengil ko nafaloco’ay nangra a sowal, ira ko loray aca, noca ka ekanaca, Kahirahira
sanay to saka ngaayaw no demak pakayni to pasifana’ tono Pangc’ah a caciyaw,
todongay sasa icelen nomita to ikol a demak.

Sakacay: saka misaicel pasifana’ kami o singsi, naay orah no faloco’ pasifana’en ta
tosakafana’no wawa ita to caciyaw no Panc’ah,Ticoren kia masiwalaay to
hananay nolitengan admak.

Sakatosa: pacacamol hananay ko taangayay ato mimingay a kaemangaminanam, caay
kalecad ko fana’nangra, Awaay ko pinang to sasamaen ko demak, ngaay
matatodon ko pasifana’.

Sakatolo: pakayni to pinanam romiad, ccay lipay kinaccay aca ko inanaman, kinaccay
spatay polo ko fong (40 ) , hato cangootay ko sakafana’ no wawa.

Sakaspat: pakni i todong lifon no singsi, mamangay tato, caay ka ’deng to sapiliflac
niyah sanay ko sapi aca’to kahirahira no saka locek a sakadademak.

Sakalima: mikosio to sapitongal to fana’hani, arawhani away aca ko minanayan to
sakafana’ .

Saka’nem: i pitilidan apiharaten,caay pisakareteng piaraw to singsi no pangca’h,
pipahanhanan to awa ko kamaro’an,Sano palafangay sanay ko faloco’.

Sakapito: milifonsa caay pakafolad, marepon to ko lima a folad ,Ngaay maraay ko
lifon, tada i safaay no maomahay saw,awa to ko icel ami tala to hahoro.

Sakafalo: sapahemek to iraay ko minkiw no yincomin hananay, mapacakat to hatongal
to tinso no sking,O nini nini to ko todongay misa icelan no wawa, arawhani
miliyaw to miheca’an,Wa marowan marowa tomihecahecaan ko sapacakat a
sapatongal no yincoming to tinso no sking,Haenen ko demak caay pihai ko



faloco.

Sakasiwa: tada cangootay to papasifanaen a kaemangay, sangaayay patongaren ngay
alomanaloman ko mihatatanamay a kaemangay ,l dahidahi ko ha tamdaw
tonipasifana’sako haraten,Saka matongar ko tayal sano ka idahi a matongar
ko nika ira.

Sakamoetep: nanay ira ko pisaopoan to kaemangay hananay pisikedan a picodadan

loma’, ngaay mahongira a masolimet ko pinanam no kaemangay saan.

Sakaccay ko safaw: " macahiw ko kolong icowa ira ko haicel maomah | ,

nanayawid patooren to folad a pafli to lifon no singsi,saka ci icel
nangra a matayal.

Paikolay a sowal, tona mihadakan a nisa faloco’ ananay a sowal ako , pakayni to
ci todongay mikawanay a tapan no sifo ato kakliklidan no pitilidan ato kitato osingsi
aca mapolon , kita sato ko mamafana’ amisidaten toha sasa icelen nita to ikol.
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