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Content Analytic of Summary Exercises
for Chinese Language Workbooks

Chu-Fan Shen

Department of Language & Literature Education

National Taitung University
Abstract

Aiming for analyzing the content of summary exercises in Chinese
language workbooks of General Guidelines of Grade 1-9, this study adopted
the Chinese language workbooks published by Nan Yi, Kang Xuan and Han
Lin, from volume 1 tol12, validated in 2007 academic year, as research
subjects. These research targets would be analyzed in title name, title
narration, skillful connotation and procedure arrangement, and furthermore,
by related document collection, category formulation, application of " Content
Analysis Approach ; , and comparison of result distribution and variance ,
some findings are proposed below.

1. In title name, the number of words is mostly 5 to 9, correspondent with
human memory span; moreover, the grammatical combination of

" Response type (verb phrase)+ Response result ; are used in high
proportion. However, several problems exist such as un-integrated
wordings, moderate high difficult phrases, disagreement of title name and
title narration, inconformity of hint questions and textbook content, and
requirements of response type and response result in discordance with
practice content.

2. About title narration, Nan Yi arranges it in learning phase | but Kang Xuan
and Han Lin organize it in learning phase Il. As response type or
response result appears alone in title name, title narration would be
frequently arranged for answering assistance. Besides, in question types
of title narration, true-false type of Nan Yi, sequential choice of Kang
Xuan and fill-in-the-blank of Han Lin are used frequently. Due to the
overlap of title name and title narration in these three editions, the problem



will affect students’ independent study.
3. As for skillful connotation, three editions keep more focus on the
Mindispensable message reservation ; of T judgmental skills ; and less
concentration on ' integrating skills ; than any other skills.

4. Concerning the procedure arrangement, three editions could deliberate on
the number of exercise, the category of exercise, the harmony with literary
style or the way of practice.

This study makes some following suggestions:

1. for textbook editors: could correct discordant title names and incongruous
exercise contents; improve the guidance of title narration; point out
definitely the keynote of extract skill and take account of procedure
arrangement in summary exercises.

2. for teachers: could make more efforts on analyzing extract skill of
summary exercises in Chinese language workbooks for proper application
in teaching.

3. for future researchers: could look for principles existing in other types of
title name and title narration or choose different research approaches like
interview for distinct research directions.

Keyword: Chinese language workbooks, summary extraction
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