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Comparison with the Usage of Academic and

Non-academic Taiwanese Words

Chan Kok-iong

Abstract

The purpose of this thesis was to compare academic and non-academic written
Taiwanese style. Corpus linguistic method was used to collect and analyze written
Taiwanese data. Specifically, this study focus of style related to word usage, such as
Taiwanese-Chinese common word, word richness, the use of Roman script and the
average length of Taiwanese word.

The results of this study can be summarized as follows : 1. Academic style is
higher than non-acacdemic style on the rate of Taiwanese-Mandarin common words.
2. Academic style is slightly higher than non-academic style on word richness. 3.
Non-academic style is higher than academic style on the use of Taiwainese Roman
script. 4. Academic style is higher than non-academic style on the average length of
Taiwanese word. The higher rate of borrowed words from Mandarin has been founded

in more formal genre.

Keywords: Corpus linguistics, Taiwanese-Chinese common word, Word richness,

Computational linguistics, Written Taiwanese.
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