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Using Information Technology to Narrow the Eduoati

Gap for Remote Area Schools

Cheng Chun Tse

Abstract

This thesis explores the possible effect of infggtinformation technology on
teaching for remote area elementary school childespecially the effect on their
learning ability. This thesis is a qualitative rass on 15 fifth-graders, and the
experimental courses lasted one year. The cont#ntee courses were delivered
incorporating information technologies, and it uabéd (1) reading, (2) multi-media

materials, and (3) instructional blog writing.

The goals of these three subjects were, respegti{ll to assist students
establishing his or her personal reading comprebemaodel, (2) to increase student
exposures in cultures, and (3) to strengthen aeinalize what students have learned
in class through composition. When viewed throughtypical information model of
input, process, and output, any “divide” must cofran asymmetry in resources,
quality of processing methods, and/or the effeckss/efficiency of the output
delivery. Thus, it is logical to identify the asymatries in these three areas, examine
currently available information technology, andeselithe most effective and efficient
tools from the pool to mend certain education dividurthermore, there may be some
overlooked resources in the area that actually beag “negative divide” — in other

words, a strength that the affluent children mayrigsing.

This, by nature, would mend some education dividenall. The author first
analyzed the causes of education through assessswurce differenences, the

regional/family environments and their impact; theroved on to examine the



available information technologies, under the cast, before the strategy and plans
were developed for implementation. After one yeairsplementation of the
experimental courses, it is found that, (1) stusldmive increase their interest in
reading, (2) multimedia materials have increasaddesit understanding of the
coursework as well as stimulated their observatibthe outside world, and (3) blog
writings have motivated students to write more mutleased their interest in learning.
Consequently, student writing quality has improwedyeneral. Finally, the author,
based on his experience from this endeavor, hi@slllecommendations and cautions

for future researchers.

Keywork: Information technology integrated instioct reading, multi-media, blog
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