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A Case Study on the Phenomena of the Guide Readings Appendixed

with Taiwanese Picture Books — — Exampled with the Picture Books

Published by 3&3 International Education Institute
Chi Ting-Ju

Graduate Institute of Children’s Literature

National Taitung University

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate how 3&3 International Education
Institute used the guide-readings appendixed with their picture books to set up the
marketing strategies about them, as well as shaping the reader's impression regarding
picture books. Forty-six picture books published by the institute on the yearly book
lists reccommended by “Good Books That Everyone Can Read” (4+ ?} AN from
2000 to 2008 were selected works for this study . The research methods were based
on a double-pronged approach, including “qualitative research” and “quantitative
research,” to look into two major issues. First, by interviewing with the editor of 3&3
International Education Institute and two of the authors of the guide readings as the
major data collection, the researcher probed into the considerations and reasons why
this publisher chose particular authors for writing guide-readings, and also discussed
the relationship between the background of these authors and the guide-readings they
wrote and their concepts about picture books. Secondly, content analysis was adopted
to analyze the contents and forms of the guide readings appendixed with the picture
books.

This study discussed the observations and findings from three aspects-- the
“publisher,” the “authors of guide readings,” and “the forms and contents of the guide
readings.” At the last part, the researcher put forward some personal views regarding
the current phenomena of the guide readings in Taiwanese picture books based her
reflection on the findings of this case study. They include: (a) Adults should
understand and value the true meaning and pleasure of the children's literature, with
the hope that children can acquire knowledge and get maturation through the reading,
as well as getting the pleasures in the course of the reading; (b) Adults should become
a reading bridge between children and books by releasing the leading power of the
consuming and the learning authority. They also should pay their respect to children’s
reading by exploring and enjoying all kinds of works with children together; and (c)
More mature system of picture book discourses should be established. The

professionals should discuss and interpret picture books from more multiple



dimensions and toward a holistic view; in so doing, this will not only enrich the
connotations and analyses of the picture books, but also be close to the exploration

about the nature of the picture books.

Keywords: Taiwanese picture books, marketing strategy, guide readings

appendixed with picture books
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