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Observing on Bridging Books—
Take Reading 123 for Example

Abstact

As its rate of quality and quantity rises, Bridging Books has
attracted higher interest in publishing, education and children’s literature
circles. More and more related books have been published through the
recent years. In 2007, a series of children’s book Reading 123was
published by CommonWealth Magazine, accomplished by many local
Taiwan writers and illustrators. Overall speaking, the scheme of
publishing and contents forms of Reading 123 are more of literature,
readable and contain more functions in terms of advanced reading than
other general children’s books, making the idea and purpose of Bridging
Books clearer.

This paper aims to observe and analyze the phenomenon of Bridging
Books, using Reading 123 as the object of study. First define the meaning
of observing Bridging Books, collecting related ideas and meanings from
academic and business circles, and then use the idea of editing as the
cutting point to further analyze the content and forms of works, and the
strategies used in Bridging Books.

For analyzing the content, I categorize all the works of this series
into six genres: story, fable, mythology, fairy tale, novel and nonfiction.
For subject matter, also into six: children’s development, real-life
experience and knowledge about children, expecting children to have
ideal personality and ability to deal with other people, legends and
folktales in ancient books, scientific, and other aspect. For theme, into
self against self, self against social, self against others, and self against
Nature, with eighteen subordination categories. For forms, into the
number of words and everyday expression, syntax and length of
sentences, and the structure of works.

The phenomenon of Bridging Books is shown in the research, and by
analyzing Reading 123 Series, one can find the diversity of subject matter,
the depth of concern, and the use of language forms of Bridging Books.
Concluding the phenomenon of Bridging Books and Reading 123, this
paper also suggest different possibilities when creating Bridge Books.
Keyword : bridging books ~ readable - advanced reading - reading 123
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