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A Study of Facial Emotional Symbols on the Internet

CHEN, MING-ZHU

Abstract

Emotional symbols on the Internet have become images that the heart receives
and spirit knows it. Emotional symbols that express feelings also become relaxed
conditioner in text messaging; “facial emotional symbols” are the largest amount.
Why simple symbol composing can be understood in complicated language
communication? The purpose of this study is to investigate the reason why they can
be transited and received correctly and the factors behind it.

Facial emotional symbols" are categorized and analyzed according to the
semiology theory. Firstly it is to understand how facial emotional symbols are used,
how materials are chose, and feature analysis. Facial emotional symbols are made out
through portrait, indicative and symbolized categories presented by Peirce. Relations
and rules among symbols are generalized through composing of pedigree and
adjacency by semiology theory presented by Saussure, to find out the relation of
image reading understanding.

It is concluded that there are 5 reasons for the selection of facial emotional symbols:
rapid input, form portrait, symbolized and indicative function, symbol pronounced
function, and position features. While using unit composing, there are creativities
provided by Internet users, though they still follow some rules, or they might cause
message misunderstandings. Different unit composing result in different symbol
meanings, one symbol can indicate different meanings while single meaning can use
many symbols.

When facial emotional symbols looked on as image symbols, there are 5 factors
that affect understandings: 1. they can be perceived reconstruction. 2. they can help
image reading though consciousness. 3. they can assist background experience. 4.
they have visual imagination. 5. they can cooperate with context. Therefore,

semiology theory can be used in analyzing facial emotional symbols, and help



understanding the reading rules behind them.

Keyword: emotional symbol, semiology, image
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