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The Gender Differences in Five-subject Basic Competence Test for Junior High
School and the Influential Mechanism

Abstract

The main purpose of this study was to explore the gender differences in
five-subject basic competence test for junior high school students and the influential
mechanism. In order to reach the purpose, I used the data of Taitung Educational
Panel Survey and compared with the ninth graders’ Basic Competence Test, including
Chinese, English, Math, Science, and Society. After controlling background variables,
I used regression analysis to analyze the influence of gender on total scores of basic
competence test for junior high school students and individual subject scores through
cultural capital, social capital, and financial capital.

I found that girls’ average total scores were higher ten scores than boys’. Girls’
average English scores were higher six point five six scores, and average Chinese
scores were higher three point two four scores than boys’, which resulted from the
gender differences on Basic Competence Test for Junior High School Students. There
was not any difference on math, science, and society. However, after controlling three
capitals, there was not significant gender difference on Chinese, but girls’ English
scores were higher three points zero six scores than boys’, and boy’s scores were
significant superior to girls’ on math, science, and society.

Regarding the indirect influence of scores through three capitals, girls were
superior to boys. Girls were less engaged in some culture habitus, such as dancing
Hip-Hop, visiting temple fair, eight household generals, and computing. Moreover,
girls had higher parents’ expectations than boys, and owned more reference books so
as to increase the total scores of the Basic Competence Test. Furthermore, these
variables have similar influence on each subject.

Keywords: cultural capital, society capital, financial capital, gender, Basic
Competence Test for Junior High School
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