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The Development and Transition of Whale-Watching

Industries in Eastern Taiwan

Author : Ming-De Huang

Abstract

Whale-watching industries in eastern coast have been one of the newly emerged
ecotourism industries. Ecotourism is the new trend in the development of tourism in
21st century. It can provide a mutually benefit among ecological environment,
conservation and economical development. On July, 1997, when the first
whale-watching boat “sea whale boat” set sail from the “stone ladder” harbor in
Hualien, whale-watching ecotourism has become the newly emerged and popular
tourism activities to indirectly mold the eastern coast as the important location of
whale-watching. There are at least two hundred and forty three thousands of tourists
to visit whales by boats in Eastern Taiwan. It promotes the market business and
opportunities of national ecotourism indirectly and creates more than twelve hundred
billion dollars in overall profit for the whale-watching operators and related business.
There are abundant resources of whales in Taiwan. llan, Hualien, and Taitung are
filled with the various kinds of whales as the most abundant resources of whales. The
national whale-watching industry has developed for eleven years. Compared with
types of whales in Hualien, whales in Taitung are more diversified. However, in the
operating effects and profit, the whale-watching industry in Hualien is much better
than in Taitung. What is the main reason?

This research is going to discuss the differences of the whale-watching
development in eastern Taiwan and the reasons. Besides, the research is aimed at
understanding the problems that encountered in the development and operating of
whale-watching industries in eastern Taiwan and the reasons.

The main goals of this research are included:

Arrang the developing progress of whale-watching industries in eastern Taiwan.
Discuss the developing progress of whale-watching industries in eastern Taiwan.
Analysis the district difference and reasons regarding the development of
whale-watching industries in eastern Taiwan.



The research is proceeded by means of profound interviews. The researcher
interviewed with whale-watching operators of eastern Taiwan regarding the issue of
the development of whale-watching to actually understand the practical situation and
problems in developing whale-watching industries in eastern Taiwan. Besides, with
the practical observation approach, the researcher observed the boat and participated
in the whale-watching activities to realize the real operating conditions and the
numbers and the sources of the tourists regarding the whale-watching operators of
eastern Taiwan.

The results of the research revealed that firstly, Whale-watching industries in
Taiwan originate from the concept of protecting cetacean; second: Whale-watching
industries activities of Hualien begins from the carrying on of the Whale-watching
industries activities by the sea whale boat at Shi-Ti harbor, Fong-Bin County since
1997, and in 2000 it reaches the climax. Harbors for Whale-watching industries still
remain two—Hualien Harbor and Shi-Ti Harbor. As to the Whale-watching industries
at Taitung, it stems from the Whale-watching industries ship, Mei-Quan-Da No. 1, at
the new harbor of Chen-Kong Town in 1998, sprouting up the Whale-watching
industries business. However, the harbors diminish from the original two harbors to
only one, and only one Whale-watching industries ship still serves for this business at
the new harbor. Third: reasons which make this business of HuaLien surpass that of
Taitung are tourism promotion strategies of the local government, the harbor and its
transportation, sizes and numbers of ships, tourism promotion strategies of contractors,
and the service quality of a cetacean appreciation ship, etc.

Keyword: Whale-Watching Industry, Ecotourism, Sea-Whale Boat
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