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“The True Passion of Taitung”-An Appreciation of Arts of
Humanity Documentary Photography by Huang, Hsin-Ming

Huang, Hsin-Ming
Master of Art Industry of National Taitung University

Abstract

The preservation of documentary photography plays an important
role in the development of local society and culture. Under the current
circumstance, the landscape of Taitung is a major target of photography
art, and humanity seldom becomes the theme of documentary
photography of life. To resume the nature of photography, “recording
everything surrounds us honestly”, the hometown is taken as the
background scene to maintain more images of humanity, and therefore,
photography leads to memories of affection for Taitung.

In this creative thesis, the humanity of Taitung is taken as the
background of photography. Through careful composition and accurately
shutter handling, images of friendly and loving Taitung are constructed.
From these images, local photographers hopefully receive enlightenment
and a chance to learn about documentary photography. Via observing the
people and the surroundings, a capture of significant moments with
camera leads to emergence of a significant message and value. That
speaks for the essence of the art appreciation.

The thesis also discusses a French photographer-Bresson, active and
influencing in the 20th century. Inspired by his works, the photography
situations, elements of image construction, and his photography
characteristics are investigated as a reference for analysis of the work of
the author. On the other hand, more opportunities are offered to
understand the development of photography in Taitung. Collections of
documentary photographs from Japanese colonial period to digital period
are presented to investigate the role and stance of photography in Taitung
history, as well as the developmental process of photography.

About the concepts of documentary photography, except an
introduction to photography process, the author also reviews the
techniques, the shutter handling, and the emotion of the photographer. In
the pursuit of visual images, photographers often times neglect
photography morals and ethics and therefore provoke public opinions. In
the discussion of the work of the author, which is a series of photographs,



the background is first introduced. The selection of scenes then is
analyzed, and at last messages from the images are explained for the
concepts of photography art appreciation.

In conclusion, the documentary photograph of the author in the past
5 years cannot represent the trend of humanity development in Taitung
area. A continuous production of photographs in humanity is the only way
to present the value of photography. In the future, the author shall conduct
a personal exhibition, Photograph of Humanity of Taitung, photography
albums, post cards and other commercial products, for preserving images
of humanity. There will also be lectures for humanity enthusiastic
photographers, in order to build confidence in documentary photography
and make contribution to preserving humanity of Taitung area.

Key Word: Documentary photography, images of humanity, Bresson
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