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Study of Adapting Story-picture Books for Children’s Play
— adapting Leo Lionni’s works for example
I-Fen Chao

Abstract
Story-picture books have been guide books for cultivating reading of
preschoolers recently. Both young and adult readers are attracted by the abundant and
various pictures. Not only in bookstores or at home, but also at school, story-picture
books are found easily with the population of story-telling. Moreover children play is
even more active and more and more children’s literary works are adapted to present.

Accordingly there is a tendency towards drama promoting teaching.

There is a clear theme, an appropriate length of plot and complete narrative in
story-picture books and the pictures visualize the concept. It seems that in all kinds of
version of books story-picture books have the most complete drama concept. So is it

possible to adapt story-picture books into plays?

To combine with drama activities becomes an important development of the
functions of story-picture books. In this thesis the common elements of story-picture
books and dramas will be discussed and analyzed. Then on base of these common
elements, the story-picture books are adapted into scripts. The writer would like to
help those who want to get nutrient of drama from story-picture books, go into the
field of plays.

There are five chapters. Chapter one is introduction. Chapter two is the
discussion of story-picture books. Chapter three is the principles and skills of adapting
story-picture books into plays. Chapter four is the adaptation. Chapter five is the

conclusion.

Keywords : story-picture books, drama, adapt
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