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The Development and Land Tenure Configuration in The

Eighteen Curves River in Ching Dynasty

Hsiao-Chi Huang

Abstract

The Eighteen Curves River includes the White Water River, the Six Curves River
and the Turtle Curves River. It was the upper river of the Rapid Water River in Ching
Dynasty. The basin is mountainous and rugged with river ways. The physical feature
is high in the east and low in the west. There are many fruit trees and drought fields in
the mountain area in the east side of the basin. And there are many rice paddies in the
flat area in the west side of the basin. Due to river brush, the soil flows away easily
and is bad for water keeping. Therefore, since the Ching Dynasty, most farms in the
basin are arid farms and desperately need supplemental irrigation works.

Many tribes including the Toroko, the Hsiao-lung, branch of the Tavlong, the
Matou and the Han people have ever stayed around the Eighteen Curves River basin.
The Han people include Zhangzhou, Quanzhou and a little Hakka people. By
developing the lands and irrigation works in the basin, they formed a Han-based
society. From ancient contracts, the study finds out that the land tenure configuration
conditions are different in three tributary rivers. In the White Water River basin, the
land tenure configuration is mostly among Han people and most lands are sold
because of money deficiency.

There is no record of aborigines’ lands and most lands are tagged with large-rent.
In the Six Curves River, some aborigines’ lands are kept until the late years of the
Ching Dynasty. However, most aborigines’ lands are controlled by Han people, the
aborigine landlords only keep rent collecting right. In the Turtle Curves River, most
lands are aborigines’ lands but the rent doesn't rise with sale prices. By collecting low
and fixed amount rent, aborigine landlords can't have economic improvement. Also,
though aborigine landlords always try to keep their land rights, they are forced to give
up the land control rights and finally lose their lands.

keyword : The Eighteen CurvesRiver , the land tenure configuration
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