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Taiwanese euphemism research:
“sex” rhetoric, cognition and social culture explanation

Chhoa Tsing long

Abstract

The euphemism is one language common phenomenon, but the
Taiwanese is unusual until now the euphemism the research, lacks the
subject type, like “sex”, “death” and so on euphemism research. This
research discussion Taiwanese euphemism “the sexual language”, and
divides into the sexual organ, the sexual behavior, the sexual confusion, the
sexual physiology, the sexual industry, the sex to be related six kinds to
carry on the discussion,again from rhetoric, cognition, social culture
surface annotation Taiwanese “sex”-euphemism.

The traditional euphemism's research is cuts into from the figure of
speech angle of view, this research also using metaphor, metonymy, Tibet
word, double meaning, refined language standard analysis Taiwanese
euphemisms and so. on quotation, But the Taiwanese euphemism's
cognition, this research uses the metaphor, the prototype category theory,
does for the cognition principle according. The social culture to the
euphemism the influence, this research proposed the traditional Chinese
character Chinese culture's influence, Confucianism clanlaw principles
governing relationships between people's standard, Taiwan folk custom's
function, the common people live observation and so on four spots. The
findings showed: “sex” the euphemism use massive metonymies, the
metaphor, the sexual language's cognition is the life experience mapping all
around, is the social article changes from models the euphemism the
development, but may also understand Taiwan people's value vein from the
euphemism.

Key word: Taiwanese, euphemism, rhetoric, cognition, social culture
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