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The Medium of Vitality and Mana
A Case Study of Betel Nuts Culture Among the Puyuma
(Pinuyumayan ) in KaTaTipuL

TSENG, Yu-Chuan

Abstract

This essay focuses on the analysis of betel nut symbols and significance in myth,
worship and contemporary image in KaTaTipuL society. There are three main parts of
this article. Firstly, it discusses the symbols in KaTaTipuL myth, to understand the
interrelation of traditional livelihood and ceremony that the shaped process and its
own original which the division of labor of gender from breeding, supernatural and
society structure. Secondly, The KaTaTipulL’s betel nuts must match up the ritual
speech, in order to make an access between the natural and supernatural world which
to be embodied and practiced under the KaTaTipuL society context. The betel nut of
witchcraft is not only to ease people’s anxiety and ills of body, mind and soul but also
has the culture significance of gender and supernatural. Meanwhile, Betel nuts as the
significant material to assist Puyuma ( Pinuyumayan ) shamans to across the profane
and sacred, and the inasi (ceramic beads ) and dina (iron sheets ) are the auxiliaries to
strengthen betel nut’s supernatural power (mana) .Thirdly, the purpose of this essay
also try to have a hypothesis which the umbilical cord links the KaTaTipuL people and
their own land, that is to say ,the betel nut’s original of sacred/profane and medium
power comes from the land of god ‘miHaZup’ and spirit of ancestor

‘temutemuwan’ , it is not only be used in normal life but worship activity. The betel
nut has become the most specific elementary and medium that combined with these
social relations under the traditional/contemporary KaTaTipuL society. This article
also try to analyze the traditional/contemporary pattern of produce and consume in
betel nut using, include the KaTaTipuL people’s memory, translation and
interpretation, the experience and metaphors while betel nut as the material to
stimulate the sense of human. The conclusion is going to discuss the interrelation of
betel nut chewing and rituals in traditional to compare with contemporary KaTaTipuL
people’s livelihood and memories, so as to highlight the betel nut culture image in
contemporary Puyuma ( Pinuyumayan ) society.

keyword : Puyuma ( Pinuyumayan ) ,betel nut, myth, ritual, gender,

sensory experience
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