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A Study of Boy Images in the Manga “Baby and Me”

Abstract

“A boy should behave like a boy!” What exactly makes one “look like a boy?”
Being masculine, overbearing, and adventurous? Is taking care of children a
responsibility of men or women? There are widely varying answers to these issues
concerning gender roles.

The Japanese manga “Baby and Me” is a heart-warming comic work. The
author uses Takuya Enoki’s stories about experiencing growth through taking the
role of his mother who dies in a sudden to express the touching brotherly love.

This study selected “Baby and Me” as the text for research. Through an
exploration of the family, friendship, courtship, and social relationship of multiple
boys in the text, it aimed to investigate how boy images are presented in this text
and the implications of these boy images. Besides, it also discussed how a manga
text could provide educational meanings to the society from the perspective of
literature.

This study used the views of psychology and sociology to analyze the boy
images in “Baby and Me”. Results showed that boy images would vary across
different contexts and for different relationships. From these boy images, it could be
inferred that the author believed that men could also undertake the responsibilities of
nurturing children; involvement in caring children and helping with housework
could facilitate the growth of female consciousness in boys; and readers of this
manga could reflect on the complication, contradictions, and helplessness of the
adult world from the perspective of children. In this manga text, serious issues are
discussed in humorous ways, suggesting that literature can really provide different
views to help the society examine the existing concepts about gender roles.
Therefore, manga texts also have the function of educating the society.

Keywords: boy image, gender role
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