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Redefine the “ Taiwanese”-
Analysis of Taiwanese Hakka People’s Attitudes toward the
Definition of the *“ Taiwanese”

Chang Shean-Rong
Abstract

The purpose of the study was to investigate current Taiwanese
Hakka’s attitudes toward the term “Taiwanese”. The questionnaire was
designed around four broad attitude questions, “Does Taiwanese mean
Taiwan Soutern Min?”, “Views of broader definition of Taiwanese”,
“Views of Holo” and “Controversy of the definition and naming of
Taiwanese”. This research was conducted by the method of questionnaire
surveys and statistically analyzing data obtained from the questionnaire.
The results of this study were concluded as follows:

1. Most Hakka do not agree with the statement that Taiwanese only
means Southern Min. They think that it is unfair and unreasonable
giving only Southern Min the definition of Taiwanese. Also, calling
only Southern Min as Taiwanese may damage the harmony among all
the ethnic groups in Taiwan.

2. Most Hakka agree to define all different languages in Taiwan as
Taiwanese. They hold positive thoughts of fairness and reasonableness
calling all languages in Taiwan as Taiwanese, and they think it will
contribute to all ethnic groups’ harmony in Taiwan by doing this. But
the Hakka disagree to redefine Hakka language as *“Hakka
Taiwanese”.

3. Most Hakka think that it is only natural to use "Holo" to refer to
so-called “Taiwanese”. In their opinion, it is also fair and reasonable.
However, for almost half of the Hakka is not sure whether this naming
Is conducive harmony noncommittal.

4. Most Hakka views the issues of Taiwanese naming as a controversial
issue, that government should intervene to help resove this issues, that

the naming principles should consider the views of the ethnic groups,



pay respect to the right of ethnic self-naming, that negotiation among
ethnic groups is important. However, official status for all Taiwanese
languages is not supported.

Suggestions based on above findings are provided to further the
resolution of Taiwanese naming planning Hopefully, this study can
contribute to our understanding of Taiwanese naming dispute and the
planning of the terms for ethnic languages in Taiwan.

Keywords : Taiwanese, language attitudes, Hakka, naming
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