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A Study of the Current Practice of Preschool ChildClasses in Aboriginal
Districts in Pingtung County

Chih-Hsiung Lin

Abstract

This study aims to understand the current practice of preschool child classes in
aboriginal districts in Pingtung County. It investigates the similar and dissimilar
perspectives of teachers and parents on the current practice of preschool child classes.
It also compares the perspectives of teachers and parents from different backgrounds
on the current practice of preschool child classes. It investigates the difficulties in
carrying out preschool child classes through open questions. The samples included 39
teachers and 397 parents of preschool child classes in aboriginal districts in Pingtung
County. The research instrument was self-constructed questionnaire. The study
reaches the following conclusions.

1. Preschool child classes in aboriginal districts in Pingtung County were
mainly instituted in elementary schools affiliated kindergartens, municipal
nursery schools, and private nursery schools, total of 35 schools and 38
classes. Education of mother tongues and traditional cultures were
implemented in 33 classes, and most of the teachers are with mother tongue
certificates.

2. Over 90 percents of teachers and parents considered that the current practice
of preschool child classes in aboriginal districts in Pingtung County reached
the goal of instituting and provided good teaching and service, and they
were all for the education of mother tongues and traditional cultures in
preschool child classes. However, the perspectives of teachers on the goal
of instituting vary according to which schools the teachers worked at and
which tribes they belong to; the perspectives of teachers on teaching and
service vary according to which schools the teachers worked at; the
perspectives of parents on the goal of instituting, teaching and service vary
according to which class the children were in.

II



3. The difficulties in carrying out preschool child classes in aboriginal districts
are as follows. (1) The lack of promoting preschool child class policies
failed to provide correct and complete information. (2) The subsidies to
preschool child class students and the prescriptive periods fell short of the
parents’ expectations.(3) Preschool child classes in aboriginal districts were
not included in compulsory education, and thus it damaged students’ right
of receiving education. (4) Preschool child classes should extend to
children aged 4 to fulfill the aim of early education. (5) Preschool child
class teachers should serve in teaching and administration concurrently, and
thus it damages the qualities of teaching. (6) Most of the preschool child
class teachers are substitute teachers and tend to feel insecure. It damages

the morale and quality of-teaching.

Keywords: Preschool Child Class, Aboriginal Preschool Education.
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