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Elementary Students’ Interpretation on Gender Roles in

Cartoons and the Gender Differences

Abstract

The purpose of this study attempts to understand school students’
perspective on interpretation associated with gender role in cartoons. The
subjects applied in this survey were based on a class of the sixth grade
students at “LELE” elementary school in Tai-tung County. The adopted
research methods are group interviews, semi-structured individual
interviews, and non-participant observation to discuss how the 6™ grade
students perceive the.messages of gender roles portrayed in such cartoons
and analyze how males and females differ in terms of their views.

The findings of this study are as follows :

1.) The motivation of watching cartoons and their categories:
generally concur that the amusement of cartoons can satisfy their desires of
being laid back and staying away from reality. In addition, students seem to
distinguish the difference between genders through the occupation of
characters in cartoons, the elements of a story, the name of a film and the
songs in addition to individual preference.

2.) Interpretational viewpoints about gender roles and differences in
cartoons by the 6™ grade students: The pupils don’t always take the
stereotypes in association with gender role as they are, but are constantly
influenced by individual preferences, personal values, life experience as
well as thoughts of other peer students in the formation of a unique
compromised standpoint about the cartoons. The result of this research can
be divided into three parts to discuss.

a.) The aspect of a character’s characteristic: Both the males and
females identify themselves more with male characters with sufficient
masculinity. They also agree that either sex should demonstrate its own



unique temperament; that is, men should act as tough and manly as possible
and women should just stay delicate and ladylike. Those who do not
display such stereotypes are often mocked as a “sissy” for an effeminate
man or a “tomboy” for a butch woman. While students are influenced by
the messages of sex role stereotype considerably, the interpretation is
slightly different. The boys are generally obsessed with masculinity and
muscular physical appearance on men, while the girls are able to more
broadly appreciate different characteristics of men and they also attend to
women’s body shape with thin waist and outstanding breasts. On the
subject matter of transgender, the boys care more about whether the sex
organ still exists and the girls simply want to find out if the character is
gorgeous or not.

b.) The aspect of gender interaction: Both the boys and the girls
consider it mandatory for men-to protect women and that men should take a
dominant and active control of a relationship with women and that sexual
harassment is an assaulting behavior from strangers. In terms of sexual
objectification of women exhibited in the cartoons, the boys think that the
dominant power of men is determined by capabilities, while the girls
realize the egoistical mindset of men in occupying women’s body. The boys
are habituated to take sexual harassment as only jokes or pranks; and to the
contrary, the girls are more susceptible to such harassment than boys but
are often trapped in a myth of positive correlation between the chance of
being harassed and physical attractiveness and/or little clothing in public.

c.) The aspect of sexual division of labor: Both the boys and the girls
focus their attention more on the characteristics of and interactions between
both sexes. The pattern of labor division on the basis of gender is largely
neglected as a result. And both sexes of the pupils are convinced that the
status of gender equity has been achieved in observation of grown females
involved in their own careers and the share in household chores by all
members of the family. However, it seems subtly inevitable that the boys
still display various degree of contempt towards women’s capability and
the girls cannot free themselves from the stereotypes of performing
household chores.

Key words: cartoon, gender role, sex role stereotype, interpretation,
gender difference.
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6 By 240, +1.183 13 Pl 2.53 990
+ 2.56  1.042 R 3.00 594
7 B 240 1242 14 bl 3.33 816
+ rTXX-. .895 R 3.22 943
2. kI |ﬂfﬁ7§h’rguf“‘*
REBR 1R T IR AREE Ho Myl TSR AR
15 By 213 143 21 Pl 2.67 124
+ 2.22 .808 + 2.94 873
16 Py 287 1.060 22 Pl 3.20 .862
K4 3.33 .840 R 3.50 107
17 Py 287 1125 23 Pl 2.87 915
+ 2772 1.074 Ed 2.22 943
18 Py 3.67 617 24 Pl 2.67 900
+ 3.39 850 + 2.89 1.023
19 Py 273 1.100 25 Pl 3.07 884
+ 233 1.029 + 3.39 850
20 Py 320 1.014
+ 2.67  1.029
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S TERIEEES | SRR

S L REE 1 ISHe ARTER
1 P 380 414 11 b 1.60 737
389 323 * 1.56 705
2 bl 3,67 724 12 b 1.67 816
367 594 * 1.56 856
3 P 327 799 13 b 2.20 1.265
Y322 732 * 1.83 1.098
4 Fb 193 961 14 b 2.60 1.121
189 1.023 K 3.89 323
5 ANNVNE 961 15 bl 2.00 1.000
322 808 * 2.22 943
6 bl 313 834 16 b 2.33 1.113
v 317 985 * 2.28 1.179
7 Pl 133 124 17 b 2.93 1.100
211 900 * 2.11 1.231
8 Fio 193 1.100 18 b 2.40 1.242
¥ 200 970 * 2.28 1.018
9 Fi 2,00 1.069 19 bl 2.73 1.100
233 1.188 * 2.78 1.263
10 By 313 834 20 b 1.87 1.187
¥ 350 786 ¢ 1.17 383
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