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A Study of Jan Brett’s Self-authored and Illustrated Picture Books
-- Starting with The Mitten

Yi-Wen Huang
The Graduate Institute of Children’s Literature
National Tai-tung University

Abstract

When we read picture books, the information is hidden not only behind pictures
or words but also revealed in the harmony or conflicts from the combination of both.
The reading line might be set for one single direction or sometimes flow freely from
one place to another. The reading lines in Jan Brett’s picture books are non-linear. She
makes uses of visual frameworks cleverly to develop a unique style, impressing her
readers.

This study is setout from Jan Brett’s picture book, The Mitten, published in 1989.
By analyzing the relationships between pictures and words, the following chapters
figure out the non-linear reading structure, animal characters, and folk tales based
stories as the main characteristics of her works. Together with the supporting
references, the study is searching for full perspective point of view while reading Jan
Brett’s other self-authored and illustrated picture books.

The whole study contains five chapters. Chapter One sets forth the motivation
and purpose of the research and the biography of Jan Brett and the list of her works.
Chapter Two expounds the non-linear reading structure which might interrupt the
reading line and accompany with an opening text structure in Jan Brett’s works.
Animals seem to be essential in Jan Brett’s picture books. In Chapter Three, the
research figures out how animals related to children and how animals interact with
animals, human beings, and the environment. Also the ecology thinking Jan Brett
implies in her works. Chapter Four elaborates how Jan Brett takes folk tales as her
writing materials. The elements she takes or differs form the folk tales both implies
her insistence of representation the tradition oral performing art. In Chapter Five,
besides reviewing the former key points, orderly developed plots are also found in the
seemed complicated reading frameworks, keeping a balance while reading the
non-linear texts.

Keywords : Jan Brett, non-linear, animal character, folk tale
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% Goldstone Bette P. “Whaz up with our books? Changing picture book codes and teaching
implications.”The Reading Teacher.ProQuest Education Journals.55(4).Dec2001-Jan2002.p363-366
“0 Goldstone, Bette P. &Linda D. Labbo. “The postmodern picture book: A new subgenre.” Language
Arts. ProQuest Education Journals.81(3).2004.p197.
“1 Goldstone, Bette P. “Traveling in new directions: Teaching non-linear picture books.” The Dragon
Lode.18(1).1999.p26.
'R £ ¢ These non-linear stories, which have been emerging over 20 years, challenge traditional story
structure.
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‘;Efﬁﬁ Goldstone #* Traveling in new directions : Teaching non-linear picture

2 Goldstone, Bette P. “Traveling in new directions: Teaching non-linear picture books.” The Dragon
Lode.18(1).1999.p26.

B £5 ¢ In non-linear books, however, the story may not flow from beginning to end. The reading
rhythm changes. The reader may be backtracked or enticed to linger on the page longer than usual.

3 Goldstone, Bette P. “Traveling in new directions: Teaching non-linear picture books.” The Dragon
Lode.18(1).1999.p27.

FL¥ £ © If the reader lingers, then the eye backtracks to the lower left hand page. The linearity of the
story is broken.

29



books S!S .04 1 >~ FRBIRIATR Ol 8 bl KRBV £
iR o ZER R T 2 ORI (i Fj\_&@ﬁqﬁ@iﬂjﬁ FEF e
W BRI A AL -
HEFRABEE Rl AT « 655 T E B 4L p F
sl A B FIE PLEFBA L g B R o
RS L PO R S RS L R PR
NS TN BRI AR HE BT E

f

(co—authoring) A # o

BB F T (PP S P ) R st s RIS PV
PO UL B iSRS Bl S Rt g P HER
B ] & UL AR SRS R (1 RO
X S A IR G E'}’W’E@U?Eﬁf@%ﬁﬁf%ﬁvi Ry ?:\F‘@’iﬁﬂ“ﬂff :
3oy TR Lﬁ}'ﬁ7~ - EFtpul e F fﬁ'i_lﬂé?ﬂiﬁﬁ R EE N
T R R i AR RS 1 ﬁf“i‘WT IR 2 AR P s st
ﬁf,%ﬁ?fﬁ U B AR l’[ﬁ{f@%faﬁﬁfflfiﬁﬁﬂﬁ] (T[] 3 - Metcaff
BTRERAMES Y A SRF ST L0 MO P
2 pyREE AT AR EAE - O RN R Al AR RIS

S e kehp Ah A

A PR » [ Rl A MR e R POl B R

“ Goldstone, Bette P. "Traveling in new directions: Teaching non-linear picture books. "The Dragon
Lode.18(1).1999.p27.

'R £ © Open texts require involved and active story creation by the reader. Of course, in all stories,
the reader augments meaning through prior knowledge and personal emotive responses(Rosenblatt,
1978). Non-linear picture book authors and illustrators, however, deliberately provide gaps in the
stories and insert ambiguities which foster, indeed, force co-authoring.

> Driggs Wolfenbarger, Carol&Lawrence R. Sipe. “A Unique Visual and Literary Art Form: Recent
Research on Picturebooks.” Language Arts.ProQuest Education Journals.84(3).2007.p276.

R £ Metcaff(1997)says that readers/listeners become “accomplices” in these books.
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8 Goldstone, Bette P. &Linda D. Labbo. “The postmodern picture book: A new subgenre.” Language
Arts. ProQuest Education Journals.81(3).2004.p201.

'R £« Postmodern picture books keep the reader aware of the surrounding physical world.

* Taback , Simms. There Was An Old Lady Who Swallowed A Fly. USA: Penguin.1997.
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%0 Goldstone, Bette P. &Linda D. Labbo. “The postmodern picture book: A new subgenre.” Language
Arts. ProQuest Education Journals.81(3).2004.p197.

'R £ ¢ Rather than having a hierarchical structure of authority, a postmodern world has a more
horizontal power order. The reader now has the authority to coauthor the story by idiosyncratically
configuring plot organization and creating subplots. (Fish, 1994)

1 Browne, Anthony. Voice In The Park. London: Transworld Publishers Ltd, 1998.
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52 Goldstone, Bette P. &Linda D.Labbo. “The postmodern picture book:A new subgenre.” Language
Arts. ProQuest Education Journals.81(3).2004.p197.

'R £« Citizens of a postmodern world are privy to information previously secreted away. There is no
longer information that is considered sacrosanct. In literature, the creative act of writing and illustrating
is now overt, allowing the reader’s attention to be directed to the actual process of story
telling.(Georgakopoulu, 1991)
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accompanied by the second storyline placed within borders:
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