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A Study of the Effect of Zero Corporal Punishment Legislation on
Practices of Elementary School Teachers

Abstract

The objectives of this study were to understand elementary school teachers’
opinions about and perceptions of zero corporal punishment legislation, investigate
the effect of such legislation on their practices of teaching, and finally propose some

suggestions.

Research methods including interview, participant observation, and document
analysis were adopted to collect data: The research instruments were the
self-developed “summary of interview with teachers” and “teaching observation
sheet”. The subjects were five elementary school teachers, each of whom had certain

meanings for this research:. The conclusions were induced as follows:

1. The elementary school teachers had varying definitions of corporal punishment.
Their experience of corporal punishment during schooling affected their attitude
toward and perceptions of zero corporal punishment legislation.

2. All these teachers felt pressure from the zero corporal punishment legislation and
tended to hold a negative attitude toward the legislation. They pointed out that
family functions would become even more important after the legislation.

3. These teachers had an unclear concept of zero corporal punishment. They
showed no significantly different perceptions of zero corporal punishment
whether as a parent or as a teacher.

4. These teachers had experiences related to corporal punishment in their practices
of teaching, and there was a significant difference in their practices depending on
positions and fields.

5. These teachers have made certain changes in their practices of teaching after
legislation of zero corporal punishment. They enhanced their teaching skills,
adjusted the standard they required their students to comply with, and designed

positive disciplinary strategies other than corporal punishment.



Based on the above conclusions, the following suggestions were proposed:

1. In the aspect of education policies, efforts should be made to promulgate
regulations on zero corporal punishment, design supplementary measures,
provide solutions to teachers in dilemma, and review/modify related teacher
trainings.

2. In educational institutions, administrative personnel should be the support of
teachers, more seminars on class management and case study should be held,
human resources should be increased to assist teachers in providing care and
guidance to students with family dysfunction, and care of teachers’ teaching and
disciplinary pressure as well as suggestions should be actively provided.

3. Teachers should enhance their emotion management, increase professional
knowledge, and absorb practical experiences of teachers with better performance
in class management. Teachers in different fields, at different positions, and

teaching different areas should flexibly adjust their perceptions of disciplines.

Keyword: corporal punishment ~ zero corporal punishment ~ disciplinary -
practices of teaching
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