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The research of sentence patterns in the narrative in the first two grades’ Chinese
textbooks in the elementary school-Taking examples in Nani, Kang Shiuan
and Hanlin edition

Chia-chen Chen
National Taitung University
Graduate Institute of Language and Literacy Education

Abstract

There is a regular sequence for learning sentence patterns. Therefore, how to let
students learn sentence patterns from simple to profundity and also systematized, Chinese
textbooks shoulder heavy responsibilities. The purpose of this research is to discuss the
sentence patterns’ displaying situations in the narrative in the first two grades’ Chinese
textbooks of Nani, Kang Shiuan and Hanlin edition which had been investigated by the
Ministry of Education in 2008. The findings of this research are as follows:

A. The sentence patterns’ displaying situations in the narrative in Nani edition.

1. Inthe view of the classification, varieties of sentence pattern are gradually increased
by volumes. However, the percentage of sentence patterns’ displaying in these
volumes is too high gathered in the first three volumes but allocated evenly in the
fourth volume.

2. The displaying of the various simple sentences generally corresponds with the
principle from easy to difficulty.

3. The displaying of the compound sentences appropriately corresponds with the
principle from easy to difficulty and also matches the principle of spiral curriculum
design.

4. Observing the sequence and continuity from five particular sentence patterns with
modifiers:

(1) There are two kinds of sentences including “you” and “zai” sentences which
correspond with the sequence and continuity.

(2) Three kinds of sentences including “shi” , "ba” and “bei” sentences which don't
correspond with the sequence and continuity.

B. The sentence patterns’ displaying situations in the narrative in Kang Shiuan edition.

1. In the view of the classification, varieties of sentence pattern are gradually increased
by volumes. However, the percentage of sentence patterns’ displaying in these
volumes is also highly gathered especially in the third volume.

2. The displaying of the various simple sentences doesn't correspond with the principle
from easy to difficulty.

3. The displaying of the compound sentences not only corresponds with the principle
from easy to difficulty but also matches with the principle of spiral curriculum
design.

4. Observing the sequence and continuity from five particular sentence patterns with
modifiers:

(1) The “shi”, “you” ,“zai” and “ba” sentences all correspond with the repetitive
principle but they don’t correspond with the principle from easy to difficulty.



(2) The “bei” sentence don't appear in these first four volumes totally.

C. The sentence patterns’ displaying situations in the narrative in Hanlin edition.

1. In the view of the classification, varieties of sentence pattern are gradually
increased by volumes. The percentage of sentence patterns’ displaying in these
volumes is generally balanced.

2. The simple sentences are well-intentioned arranged and correspond with the
principle from easy to difficulty. Learning of various sentence patterns is concerned
at the same time.

3. The displaying of the compound sentences appropriately corresponds with the
principle from easy to difficulty and also matches the principle of spiral curriculum
design. Nevertheless, it seems too easy because coordinate compound sentences
and sequential compound sentences have occupied a lot of portion.

4. Observing the sequence and continuity from five particular sentence patterns with
modifiers:

(1) There are three kinds of sentences including “zai” , “ba” and “bei” sentences

correspond with the sequence and continuity.

(2) Two kinds of sentences-including “shi” and “you” sentences don't correspond

with the sequence and continuity.

D. The comparison of the sentence patterns’ displaying situations in the narrative
between Nani, Kang Shiuan and Hanlin edition.
1. The comparison of the sentence patterns’ classification:
At the part of simple sentences, Hanlin’s varieties of sentence pattern appear the
most, Nani’s the second and Kang Shiuan’s the least.
At the part of compound sentences, Nani’s varieties of sentence pattern in the
narrative contents appear the most, Kang Shiuan’s and Hanlin’s the less.
2. The comparison of the sentence patterns’ frequency:
For simple sentences, some kinds of sentence pattern are gathered frequently in
Nani and Kang Shiuan edition but Hanlin’s appeared disperse and balanced.
For the compound sentences, three editions are all gathered in some kinds of
sentence pattern. Hanlin’s revealed extreme especially.
3. The comparison of the sentence patterns’ showing order :

(1) In the view of the various sentence patterns’ showing order, Hanlin's corresponds
with the principle from easy to difficulty, Kang Shiuan’s the second and Nani’s
the least.

(2) Comparing the showing order between the various sentence patterns, Hanlin’s

corresponds with the principle from easy to difficulty the most, Kang Shiuans’ the
second and Nani’s the least.

Keywords: sentence pattern, narrative content, Chinese textbooks in the
elementary school
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