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A Survey of the concept of childhood in Pippi Longstocking

Abstract

The Sweden writer, Astrid Lindgren , the author of Pippi Longstocking, has
become a master of classic children’s literature for the special images she conveyed
about children. Even though in the different culture background, the various time and
space, the image of Pippi has still caught many people’s attention in Taiwan. The
concept of childhood portrayed in Pippi Longstocking is worthy discussion by the
modern readers. This thesis analyzes the image of Pippi first, and then through the
descriptions of external figures, behaviors and words that expose the inner value, one
can decipher the writer’s skill of characterization. Meanwhile, this thesis also finds that
Lindgren reformed the stereotype of children, using the conflicting images of children
to criticize the oppressive social ideology and eventually created a new image of
children with spirits of rebellion. This. new image is so vivid that hard to find parallel in
the history of children’s literature.

Furthermore, we further probed the ideology of children in Pippi Longstocking,
and found that the children described by Lindgren, though compromised with the
reality mostly, still trying to fight with the social system with consciousness. This new
image expose Lindgren’s endeavor to protest against the cultural hegemony. By means
of the contrary images of children, Lindgren showed the significance of resistance
against the cultural hegemony in human life. Pippi, as an epitome of human, was used
to question the social system and awake the general readers’ consciousness to rethink
of their lives. This unique new perspective and image of children, without doubt,
eventually have elevated Lindgren to a master in children’s literature. .

Keywords: Astrid Lindgren ~ Pippi Longstocking - the concept of childhood -
Ideology ~ Hegemony
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