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Study on the Current Situation of Leisure Reading among
Comprehensive High School Students
— case study on Taitung County

Author: Chia-Tzu Lin
Abstract

The purposes of this study are to mainly understand the current situation of
motivations, attitudes and behavior among Taitung County’s comprehensive high
school students when they engage in leisure reading, and to explore whether
significant differences exist in the current situation of leisure reading among
students with different backgrounds. Through current status survey and variance
analysis, this study hopesto understand the factors affecting leisure reading, so as
to promote reading and enhance students’ growth of key ability.

In order to achieve the foregoing purposes, this study undertook a cluster
sampling survey through the “Questionnaire on the Current Situation of Leisure
Reading Behavior among Taitung County’s Comprehensive High School
Students” compiled by the author. The total number of issued questionnaires was
668, and the valid recovery rate reached 91%. The data were analyzed by
Descriptive Statistics and Chi-square Test through the statistics software “SPSS
for Windows 12.0”. Thus, the following conclusions have resulted:

1. The top three motivations for Taitung County’s comprehensive high school
students to engage in leisure reading respectively are: To increase knowledge,
to do profounder reading because of favor to certain topic, and to while away
his/her time.

2. Taitung County’s comprehensive high school students’ leisure reading attitudes
incline to be positive. More than 90% of students enjoy leisure reading,
because they think that they will be in a good mood when doing leisure
reading.

3. The top three reading types favored by Taitung County’s comprehensive high
school students respectively are: Comics, romance novel and fantasy literature.



They love to get leisure reading matters by means of borrowing from relatives
and friends most. Approximate 80% of students engage in leisure reading for
less than 7 hours per week averagely. Students love to engage in leisure
reading on weekends most. There are 60% of students who spend less than
NTD 200 on leisure reading per month. The sources of the students’
expenditures are mainly from their own savings. For more than 70% of
students, their own homes are their favorite places where they engage in
reading.

4. Significant differences do not exist in Taitung County’s comprehensive high
school students’ leisure reading motivations and attitudes due to their
backgrounds.

5. In terms of reading types, students with different gender, school types and
curriculum orientations will have different preferences. In terms of the
channels for getting reading matters, significant differences exist among
students with different gender, school types and social/economic statuses. In
the aspect of average reading time, urban school students spend much more
time than rustic school students do, while academically-oriented students
spend much more time than vocationally-oriented students do. As for reading
timing, students with different gender and social/economic statuses will have
different choices. In terms of average expense, urban school students spend
more than rustic school students do, while academically-oriented students
spend more than vocationally-oriented students do; the higher their
social/economic statuses are, the many more expenses they will spend. The
sources of their expenditures are not affected by background factors. As for
reading places, they will be different depending on grades and school types.

Key Words: Comprehensive High School, Leisure Reading,

Reading Behavior, Reading Motivation, Reading Attitude
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