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Study on the Prosody of Children’s Songs
Chin-ching Lee
Graduate Inistitue of Language and Literacy Education

Abstract

The thesis aims to analyze the prosody and rhythms of children’s songs as well as
to design the singing and chanting of children’s songs with musical notes in an attempt
to generalize the principles and approaches to compose children’s songs. The study
begins with the analysis of the prosody and rhythms of children’s songs by examining
the phonological rules and semantic rhythms of all the collected songs. Then it
proceeds to empirical experiments of designing the singing and chanting of the rhythms
of children’s songs.

The findings of the study are as follows:

1. The characteristics of the phonology of children’s songs are easy
pronunciation, lively and joyous tone, pleasing and expressive intonation,
and fascinating phonetic variations.

2. The characteristics of the rhythms of children’s songs are short syllables,
stressed initials and softened finals in accordance with semantics, simple
and repeated rhythms.

3. The principles and approaches to design the rhythms of children’s songs are
as follows:

I.Choosing adequate tempos according to syntactic length making the intensity
of music compatible with the syntax.

ii. Distinguishing phonetic pauses according to the semantics, and then
designing various rhythms accordingly.

iil. Emphasizing important words in lyrics with longer or stronger beats to mark
the semantic importance, and vice versa.

iv.Making good use of dotted notes to enhance the vitality of the rhythms.

v.The rhythms are subject to the even and inflected tones of phonetics while the
final in syllable is nasal or not have no direct connection with the rhythms



vi. Though the designing of the rhythms of children’s songs is confined by
semantics and syntax, appealing results can be made if several kinds of
rhythmical forms are employed.

Based upon the above findings, the study hopes to provide suggestions for
designing teaching materials as well as reference for future researches.

Key Words : Children’s Songs, Nursery Rhymes, Prosody, Phonology, Rhythm
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