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Diaspora and Identity:
Exampled with the Newbery Medal

Abstract

The literary works of Newbery Medal award, which also cover racial issues,
are quite influential to Children’s Literature worldwide. This study, referring to
the literature below: Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry, Dragonwings, Dragon’s Gate,
Hattie Big Sky, Penny from Heaven and Kira-Kira, is to explore how Children’s
Literature represents the racial issue that has been controversial for a long time,
and speeches for the vulnerable races through the form of the novel.

This study intends to cite-postcolonial theory to probe the ethnic minority
writers and their diaspora plus identity of the texts. While thoroughly studying
these texts, most novels were found they are related to the historical matters and
writers use American Dream as the theme of text. The writers, the immigratory
descents, aim to recall the history and memories with their texts, and get closed to
the homeland by writing. And, in the ending chapter of the individual novel it has
the same result: Returning to “Family”. The plots should match the model
“Home—Away—Home”. This model displays that the family is the final belonging
to the bicultural ethnic minority writers. Family is the one that offers the
supportive power. The works among them has two common characters: Family
and Love. Family is considered a starting point. Love is the mainstream
surrounding every plot.

Following by the globalization, new immigrants are worldwide and the issue of
diaspora and identity exists among the races. Overall, leaving is to find a better

life, to start a glorious new life.

Keyword: diaspora and identity, postcolonial literary, American Dream,

homeland, ethnic minority
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