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The Correlation between Chinese Conjunctions and Reading Comprehension-
A Case of Grade One to Four Students.

Lan-in Chang
Abstract

This study aims to develop a test that is easy to operate and convenient to implement on
groups with short testing time, to serve as a screening tool to identify pupils with reading
comprehension difficulties. The study collects three versions of grade 1 to 4 Chinese
textbooks to calculate and summarize the types and frequency of all conjunctions by the
definition of Chinese compound/composite sentences. All collected data are classified as nine
categories. The final version of the test is formed after expert revision and two pre-tests. 1154
pupils are included as subjects to measure and analyze how students use Chinese
conjunctions. The correlation and predictive ability of this test are also discussed by
comparing the data with the results of reading comprehension screening test, students’ scores
of the Chinese and Mathematics subjects. This study concludes following findings:

1. The test developed by this study bears effective reliability and validity.

2. Apart from “parallel” and “purposive” conjunctions, the mean scores of the other seven
types of conjunctions increase by student grades with significant differences. This
demonstrates that the use of conjunctions would improve by learning. The use of “parallel”
and “purposive” conjunctions by grade 3 and 4 students is reported with no significant
differences.

3. Grade 2, 3, and 4 students’ use of conjunctions is reported positive correlation with reading
comprehension, the Chinese scores and the Mathematics scores, and the correlation
increases along with student age.

4. The different types of conjunctions are able to predict the students’ performance in reading
comprehension, the Chinese subject, and the Mathematics subject. The predictive ability
increases also with student age. The predictive ability of conjunctions works best with
reading comprehension, followed by the Chinese subject, and then the Mathematics
subject.

At the end of this paper, the study explains the research limitations and makes

pedagogical/research suggestions for the future.

Keywords: Chinese conjunctions, Compound/Composite sentences, reading

comprehension, academic achievement, testing development
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A (1996) =7 % o FYREsppd 2 pVBH RIS gl o ] BHRIE . T s A il
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= [ PVEGS s TR R E nf,iiw?ﬁbaﬁﬁnfjm,l RIEREIE ?4 DF,ELFTJ
TS R RS CRIIPHR ~ ~R) S L
A ARERESE o P R PR WG o R TR IHJ%%‘E‘UWMM[;D%&EJIE_'E'J’
AR FTHRAORIG » SdE © e G TR ~ P aR i - BRI
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ﬁ‘ﬁl¢,i“f‘j IJJ Eﬁ
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P ST AR L o
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D e AEA | e

FESE | X | PL PH |&HIED| B2 P | Pl | (59% | W%
1| 30 | 0.68 0.96 0.28 0.82 v '
2 | | 063 0.95 0.32 0.79 Vv
3| e | 066 0.99 0.33 0.83 v
4 | BF | 043 0.94 0.51 0.68 v
5 | RRO[ 069 0.98 0.28 0.84 V
6 | B | 062 0.99 0.37 0.81 v
7 | =l omn 0.98 0.26 0.85 v
g | T | 043 0.95 0.52 0.69 v
9 | =41 [ 050 0.99 0.49 0.75 vV
10 | =50 | 07 1.00 0.28 0.86 v
11| EpY | 0.60 0.98 0.38 0.79 v
12 | f%F | 0.60 0.87 0.26 0.74 vV
13 | = | 068 0.98 0.31 0.83 V
14 | =51 | 091 041 0.49 0.66 vV
15 | 3% | 052 0.99 0.47 0.76 Vv
16 | =50 | 065 0.99 0.34 0.82 v
17 | 7 | 053 1.00 0.47 0.76 vV
18 | =40 | 056 0.88 0.32 0.72 V
19 | e | 047 1.00 0.53 0.74 %

20 | mB | 045 0.90 0.45 0.67 Vv
21 | PSR | 022 0.95 0.73 0.59 vV
2 | =51 [ o010 0.87 0.76 0.49 vV
23 | B | 031 0.98 0.67 0.65 v
24 | =51 [ 040 0.64 0.25 0.52 vV
25 | =R ] 024 0.95 0.71 0.59 Vv
26 | e | 031 0.90 0.59 0.61 Vv
27 | e | 058 0.97 0.39 0.78 Vv
28 | BB | 049 091 0.42 0.70 Vv
29 | EE | 043 093 0.50 0.68 V
30 | e | 014 0.92 0.78 0.53 V
31 | T | 044 0.96 0.52 0.70 Vv
3 | i | 097 0.14 0.83 0.55 Vv
33 | Frpv | 023 0.97 0.74 0.60 Vv
34 | W | 064 0.99 0.35 0.82 v
35 | FIpY | 025 0.84 0.59 0.55 v
36 | W | 028 091 0.64 0.60 v
37 | PRO] 020 0.95 0.74 0.57 Vv
38 | ME | 009 0.73 0.64 0.41 v
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R | as PL PH EHIE D| BB P | fIF® | (9% |
39 | BE| 037 0.98 0.62 0.68 V
40 | i | 015 0.88 0.73 0.51 v
41 | M2 | 028 0.95 0.68 0.61 v
42 | = | 009 0.83 0.74 0.46 V
43 | g | 091 0.24 0.66 0.57 V
44 | IEE | 028 0.98 0.69 0.63 v
45 | IEfF | 0.16 0.78 0.62 0.47 v
46 | HE | 015 0.57 0.42 0.36 \

47 | =i | 021 0.95 0.74 0.58 Vv
48 | PRE|0.10 0.94 0.84 0.52 v
49 | EE | 0.07 0.73 0.66 0.40 v
50 | E'iY | 0.39 0.94 0.55 0.66 V
51 | & | 027 0.92 0.65 0.60 V
52 | =B 005 0.80 0.75 0.43 v
W%

1 MRREED © S 40 1) 1-(40-80) : #2% .50 '} (50-.80)

2 (STREE! - S 341k

3 Ea

FIRETE | SR =2 Bl 7t > SR SRR e =
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Y= TR ) AR

fEw | 76X | PH PL |&HI® DA | #&% p(5-8) e
aal | M | 098 | 058 0.40 0.78 Vv
a2 | = | 098 | 059 0.39 0.78

aa3 | 1 | 100 | 047 0.53 0.73 V
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