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Death and Rebirth

— an inquiry into “Hinotori”’ by Osamu Tezuka

Abstract

In his late years, the God of Comics in Japan, Osamu Tezuka, spent over twenty
years serializing his classic work, “Hinotori” (also known as “Fire Bird’), querying
various philosophical questions about life. This very piece of work has been highly
valued by current manga artists, both/in the skills and techniques shown and topics
discussed in the comics. This research aims to explore the philosophy of life presented
in “Hinotori”. By examining Tezuka’s language of comic and subjects matters
carefully and exploring his philosophy of life, we can find that the theme of
“Hinotori” is settled on “death and rebirth”.

This research starts with analysis on two aspects, the form of this comic and its
content. There are five chapters in total. In chapter 1, the research aim and methods
are introduced with a brief investigation into Tezuka Osamu’s career and development.
In chapter 2, the characteristics as well as the language of comic of “Hinotori” are
reviewed in the conventions of film. In addition to well-known ‘“symbolism in
comics” and “actor/actress arrangement”, this research also explores Osamu Tezuka’s
presentation of “montage conception of views and storyboard in films”, “effects of
lighting”, and ‘“creative use of frames”. What’s more, through examination of
Tezuka’s development in his career, especially in the years of serializing “Hinotori”, it
is disclosed that his style has been gradually altered into realism.

In chapter 3, the subject matters and background are probed. It is found that
Osamu Tezuka tends to present the seriousness of Life by combining mythology,
history, and science-fiction in imaginary and philosophical ways. In chapter 4, a deep

discussion over the theme of “Hinotori” conveys the true meaning of death in the

il



point of Fire Bird’s view. That is, Tezuka uses the beginning and termination of
civilizations tries to deliver a message that overdevelopment of technology always
leads to the doom of groups. Thus, in “Hinotori”, Tezuka points out that only with the
spontaneous and complete respect upon life does transcending and creation happen. In
chapter 5, a conclusion is proposed: the tragic fate of “eternal return” of death and
rebirth allows readers to explore and ponder on humanity and life. Also, with Tezuka
Osamu’s artistic creation, it is found that the hope of life lies in the eternal pursuit of

tragically heroic solemnity and pure beauty.

Keyword: Tezuka Osamu, Hinotori (Fire Bird), Language of Comic, Philosiphy

of Life
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Understanding Comics : The Invisible Art. (New York : HarperCollins,1994), p. 9.
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' 'Will Eisner, Comics and Sequential Art: Principles and Practices from the Legendary cartoonist.
New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 1985. pp. 1

P R (FreEEES) (Bdk RN - 1992) -

-23-



A RS a A S i U S S8 DB f SR AT i e Rl = > Rl
CEPIEAYES ) —5E > (IR TR 218 B A G A BE AR - ARl
SR > PSR 2R S B BR -

Pl

Em

= ~ Will Eisner » Comics and Sequential Art”

AE RS EBE #5452 Will Eisner f75 H O AR ERS SR TR S5 a5

> Bisner $FAHERS HHYRFE T ) (FIP0 ER9ERTE > i Ry
fA[5ERK » H5C Bisner iE 5% | Bilifl ) CIRBEFTRESC T ERY » [BHEHIBHRE MG PR
ZIP G - NIEDAE G EGER 8 S iR EH(Visual Narrative) AR5 5 207 >
CHIFHE ~ SOESFEE B, (B ERER

Eisner il R R L ATE S2—— Il Gt » AMfEl S ] EEERY T -U2 T A
MR R 2 2R ] B ~ TR S ASRIRAZ A P DAZER, o (00 s 7 Bl {5
i HHEEE - SN G - R R T SRS iR TR

» BIANTF 5 LLRCEIR > BE AL ~ B T ) FE -~ RIS -

£ > Eisner {6 T AT 2 imian e SR8 TR B T 22k 9B ST
H——HE(Frame) - BIMEAS RIS RS 22 EbaAAE ~ AR © RIS
AT HAARREILI A - (el ~ MBI EIRHRR A I - (RIS S HImAE
HAT AN T EGERA B S
itk o (AT R IS SRR « B S E S AR ~ 8 SR
BLER AR BRI I - e RS ] ENE S s B AT 2 M R -
SRR LT 25 A PR s S Bl

Eisner /f5 HE (frame)— &3 [ SRR - 0075 170 RS Y BERE
B~ QS ~ eSS - AT Ry iR Bt - SRR RS Ay
gb "R ) B ARSI ) R R

\

= ~ Scott McCloud » Understanding Comics : The Invisible Art™
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New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 1985.
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34 McCloud, Scott, Understanding Comics : The Invisible Art. New York:HarperCollins, 1994.
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Comics and Sequential Art ¥ » SHEA S AT SRS AT - TP
SRR RS » S EERIATERER S AR T - ALV
58 ~ RGN HBOR. ARSI B (A 224 F[# 2-2-6) -

2-1-4 FRKEAR 215 LUBHISMERI A 216 RFNIRAE - HARTT
WHIME ZeBEA W BN - BeiE IR R G -
IERRE AR AR B - PLEFL[E 5, Eisner, Will. Comics and
Sequential Art pp. 48-49.

HA A EPIRIE TEIGH » DI 1R 2 EHE rTRedE RS AL B 172508

-34 -



HCR IS AT SR AT SRR ERCR R EAE WSS Ay
Rl JEIAT i (2 ) SRR AR -

—— %#EP‘J 0] H;kj’ﬁaﬁ

fEREghETh > — PR ] 24 RAVIEE > DICRERERENE - (HAEIE S
BUBIRRENY > SEFGE RIS > B 13 RS B IR A LB SO HERS A
B R AL o DRI ARSI T IR e 2 520 T DAZE IR - DA
LA BB RAENE - AMESIIRRS s SRS TR > thEREH O
FURZEIRIIRFHIRLE - McCloud 571 : "2 E MR R ERBR T - KMA L2 4L

RN R MR B ER e R MR EMAEEY - | CNEW

T ALWAYS FIGURED
MARY-ANNE WOULD
60 FOR GILLIGAN.

D'YA THINK THE SOX T GUESS.
COULD FINALLY DO
JT ™IS YEAR?

,,,,,,

2-1-7 IEH I FRIG > i 2-1-8 {5 R B LASAS O - 3 hC

{ERERF R AR 6 - PRFEERERY -
Lm g:égoo,:?u}yr / i » .'r GUESS.

|

2-1-9 DU G FIHEAS AT JEeAE &
TR - WG R BER AT -
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(Z) X5 = X £ (subject —to -subject)

3 McCloud, Scott. Understanding Comics. pp.70-72.
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(=) & mAR

{EFE SIS IARYIR I » sE Pl A - U —EORASET #2rY T B R
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