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A Study of the Elementary school Students’ Interpretation
about Gender roles in Music Video

Ya-Ling Chen
Abstract

The dissertation aims to explore children’s interpretation about gender roles in music
video. The study takes 6™ grade students at Yo-yo primary school in Taipei city as
participants and the qualitative approaches adopted including focusing group
interviewing, semi-structure interviews and participant observation. From the analysis
of students’ interviews, the difference of male and female students’ interpretation and
explanation of gender roles in music video would be explored. The findings of the
research are listed as follow:

1. The students’ interpretation of gender roles
The study of the student’s interpretation of gender roles is made up of seven
sections including the feature of gender roles, the career of gender, dressing, the
gender activity, the role division of the family, the position of gender and the gender
interaction. Through the analysis of seven sections, it can be seen that:

(1) Students do not accept all information in music video; on the contrary, they may

actively criticize the information of music video.

(2) Most students use stereotype to interpret the information in music video.

(3) Some students use gender equality to explain the information in music video.

(4) Students have stereotypes in ‘the feature of gender roles’ than other sections.

(5) Students are aware of having gender equality in ‘the role division of the family’.
2. The factors influenced the students’ interpretation of gender roles in music video

From the students’ explanation of gender, it seems that students’ families,
personalities, hobbies, peers, original gender perception and cognition may affect

the students’ interpretation of gender.



3. The difference of male and female students’ interpretation of gender in music video
The study shows that the male and female students’ explanation seems to have no
different in dressing, gender activities, the position of gender and the gender
interaction. However, there is difference between male and female students in the
feature of gender such as cry and beauty and the career like the baseball coach and
driver. Furthermore, the role division in the family has much more difference
between male and female schoolchildren.

In summary, the male and female students’ interpretation of gender roles in music
video may not have obvious difference. Yet, it may be hard for some students to vary
their stereotype. On reflection of the research, gender education may be the powerful

centre and expected to improve this situation inthe future.

Keywords: Music Video, gender role, stereotype
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