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The Rhetorical Skills Applied to the Teaching of Writing:
Grade Four Pupils as an Example

Yen-You Lin
Graduate School of Language and Literacy Education

Abstract
This M. A. thesis aims to explore the impact of the rhetorical skills on the grade
four students’ writing. Due to the fact that the traditional way of blackboard and
textbook can hardly interest the pupils, the researcher attempts to draw their interests in
writing through the pictures and computer-aid, and then connect the daily sketchbooks
to inspire their writing;

After ten weeks of teaching, the research results can be as blow:

I Rhetoric. In the after-test sentence pattern and the whole paragraph, the
pupils are good at using the rhetorical skills as well as the advanced skills.
They, once seeing the pictures, can easily think of a proper rhetorical way to
complete the sentence.

II. Words/Characters. The number of the Chinese characters can be added
to make the whole sentence more fluent; their expression may sometimes be
novel. The pupils are able to express better after seeing the pictures.

I11. Content. The pupils’ content is rich and their quality is improved. They can
easily tell the scenario from the pictures. They are able to think deeper, even
without the aid of pictures.

IV.  Creativity. Through the association of pictures, the pupils are equipped
with better imagination and observation, and then, they are more creative to

write in a more vivid and changing fashion.

The researcher would further offer some suggestions concerning the teaching of the

rhetorical writing of the grade-four pupils for the future researchers.

Keywords: rhetoric, rhetorical teaching, writing teaching, picture writing
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