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Abstract

The characterization of the princesses in folktales reflects the ideology
of the female in reality that is under the perennial hegemony of the
patriarchy and heterosexuality. The most obvious evidence lies in the
emergence of a series of matrimonial customs and the script of cultural
marriage which are followed by either male or female. The “ matrimony ”
in reality connects highly with the “ princess ” in folktales.

This research intends to show that the princesses in Italian Folktales
transcend the stereotypical image of the princesses formed in other
classical fairy tales in readers” mind. Before the emergence of the feminism
and the new princess models shaped in the post-modernistic way, there
already exists in Italian Folktales the princess who “ has courage to control
her own destiny ” or * is brave enough to challenge the traditional sexual
ideas. ”

The conclusion of this research tries to illustrate the development of
the princess in folktales can find its derivation in the hegemony of the
patriarchy and heterosexuality, meanwhile as time goes by, a deep dream in
the heart. Maybe it is that the evolution of the princesses as a charter in
tales is the process of self-expression for the very part of female.

Keywords: folktales, princess, matrimony, heterosexuality hegemony
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