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Performance Study on the Hand-in-Hand Project at
Elementary School

Author: Shu-jung Huang
Curriculum and Instruction Department, National Taitung University

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine the performance of the fourteen-week
remedial education program, which was termed as the “Hand-in-Hand Project ”
among the 289 underprivileged, underachieving students enrolled in the program after
the conclusion of the semester. The study was oriented as a casual-comparative study
by conducting the standardized Chinese (literary level and reading comprehension)
and mathematics examinations before and after the commencement of the
Hand-in-Hand Program. The same examination procedures were also applied to the
control group composed of the underprivileged and underachieving students who
were not enrolled in the Hand-in-Hand Program. Such examination protocols would
permit the comprehension on the level of progress achieved by these underprivileged
students in the Chinese: language literacy, reading comprehension, and mathematic
ability and would aid the analysis on the performance of the Hand-in-Hand Program.
Surveys on counseling methods were conducted on the counseling teachers. The
research found that 1. Counseling teachers mainly uses the methods of “instructing”
and “teaching again.” 2 The progress in the overall language proficiency and
mathematic ability has been exhibited by the students enrolled in the Hand-in-Hand
Program; 3. By comparing the performance on the “pretest” as the common variant, a
significant variance was only found in the literacy for the second grade and in the
mathematic abilities of second and third graders between the experimental group and
the control group; 4. A higher level of progress would be achieved more easily if the
remedial education program was conducted earlier; and 5. A lower performance level
was observed in the Hand-in-Hand group as compared to the national normal model,
and the gap between the normal model and the Hand-in-Hand group seemed to widen,

even after the implementation of the remedial education program for one semester.

Keywords: Hand-in-Hand Project, remedial program, low achievers
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