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Action Study on Use of Picture Storybooks as a Medium
to Guide the Children to Write the Plays
— Taking Grade 6 Students for Example

SUNG-HSIEN HSIA
Gradute Shool of Language and Literacy Eduction
ABSTRACT

The objective of this study is to explore the feasibility to use the picture
storybooks as a medium to guide the children to write the plays, as well as the
contents and features of its curricular planning. The researchers adopt the action
study approach to the implementation of the curriculum for 26 students of one
classroom at Grade 6 of one elementary school at Pingtung City, Taiwan, R.O.C. for a
term of six months. Among other things, through the observation, teacher’s teaching
reflection and students’ performance and analysis of works, we evaluate the
appropriateness of using the picture storybooks as the medium to guide the children to
write the plays and investigate its problems.

Through the implementation and discussion of the curriculum, we come to three
conclusions as follows that: 1. the picture storybook proves to be a good medium for
the curriculum of directing the children to write the play, because both the picture
storybook and the play script share the same elements for transformation, while it can
only help limitedly in the design of the dialogues in the writing of the script; 2. the
learning mode of the picture thinking is suitable for the children’s learning to write the
play, because it is a kind of learning method more acceptable by the children; in
addition, the exploration of the characters, scenes, actions, color, etc. in the pictures
can assist in the construction of the written contents of the play; 3. the contents of the
curriculum should include the understanding of the basic concepts and the practice of
the practical operation, as the knowledge of the basic ideas is fundamental to the
writing of the play; the basic concepts of the play elements, added by the real play
writing practice is the most complete learning curriculum of the play writing.

Based on the foregoing study results, the researchers bring forward a couple of
suggestions for the future teaching and study.

Key Words: Picture storybooks, Play Script, Action Study
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