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Overrepresentation of Aboriginal Students

in Learning Disabilities Identification in Taitung

By Ya-Chi Ko
School of Special Education
National Taitung University

Abstract

In Taitung, aboriginal students stand for 34% of the total student population.
However, in each year of 2004-2008, aboriginal students represented more than 50% of
the LD students. Since the present national LD definition specifies that LD is a
biologically-rooted neurological disorder, and is not caused by cultural or educational
disadvantages, the overrepresentation phenomenon is out of theoretical expectation. The
present study collected 2007-2008 official statistical documents of LD identification in
Taitung. Data of 393 primary and junior high school students identified as having LD
were analyzed. Also, a total of 16 towns and villages were classified into 5 levels in an
increasing order based on from low to high urbanization degrees. The major findings are:
(1). Aboriginal students indeed are more likely to be identified as having LD. The LD
rate of the aboriginal students is significantly higher than that of non-aboriginal students.
The overrepresentation of aboriginal students in LD students mostly occurred in Level 2,
3 and 4. (2). The overrepresentation seems not to be caused by bias of psychological
evaluation teachers because the percentage of aboriginal students in total student
population in the identification phase is not significantly different from that of the
referral phase. (3). The overrepresentation phenomenon can be mostly accounted for by

the outnumbered aboriginal students of LD cases in Level 4.

Keyword: Identification of LD, Overrepresentation, Aboriginal students, Learning
disabilities.
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