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To Construct Reading and Writing in Classic Fairy Tales with Mind
Map: Cinderella, Thumbelina, and Mermaid as Examples

CHANG, Yi-Chun

Institute of Children’s Literature of National Taitung University

Abstract

This dissertation takes action research as study method and aims to build up
children’s reading and writing abilities by exercising mind map in classic fairy tales.
The researcher takes “To Light Up on NightLight Angels Project” reading group of
Happy Elementary School in Chia-yi County as research field. The subjects are
sixteen students from the third to the sixth grades, and the reading books are
Cinderella, Thumbelina, and Mermaid. Mind map is applied to help students
understand text structures and increase their reading and writing abilities from
mimetic writing and creating on characters, plots, themes and so on.

The researcher spends eighteen weeks observing the reading group and the time is
from 7 to 8:30 in the evening on Mondays. The researcher gives lectures with
another assistant teacher, Ms LI, and they together work on the teaching plans and
adjust their teaching from students’ feedbacks. The study materials include
teaching plans, reflection notes, learning sheets, observation records, individual
interviews, activity pictures and related after reading evaluations in fairy tales.

This research has the following purposes:

(1) To discuss how to improve students’ abilities in reading and talking about the
fairy tales with mind map teaching.

(2) To discuss how to guide students to catch the key words plus sentences from the
fairy tales and to give strategies of how to do a summary with mind map
teaching.

(3) To discuss how to enhance students’ writing abilities from creating their own
fairy tales with mind map teaching.

(4) To discuss how to advance the teachers’ teaching through the problems found
during the researching process with mind map teaching.

This research discoveries prove the above mentioned discussions in fairy tales with
mind map teaching, which are: students have obvious improvement in writing,
reading and talking about the stories, also know better how to find out key words
plus sentences and write a summary in or after reading. The last but not the least,
researcher herself realizes the mind map reading and writing is an effective teaching
strategy, and adjusts self-teaching from the whole research evolution.

Key words: mind map, reading and writing, classic fairy tales, action research
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