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Action Research in Teaching Informational Reading

Strategies

Tsui-Yu Fan Chiang

National Taitung University
Graduate Program in Language Education

Abstract

Using action research methodology, the researcher, who is an
elementary schoolteacher, explored the process of teaching reading
strategies with informational texts, recorded the way students used
reading strategies, and examined how their reading difficulties might be
resolved. In addition, the researcher reflected upon the factors that a
teacher needs to consider when teaching reading strategies with
informational texts. Although careful teaching plans were laid, the
researcher stayed close to the students’ needs and adjusted the teaching
content accordingly.

The participants were sixth graders who attended 12 class hours on
reading over a period of 6 weeks. The texts used all revolved around the
subject of food. The data collected included transcripts from classroom
videotapes, student interviews after each class, interviews with observers
of the classes, and reflections by the teacher researcher.

The main findings of the research were:

1. Students had the ability to learn information text reading strategies,
but needed more assistance and thinking on the part of the teacher.

2. Every kind of text requires reading strategies, but the strategies have
different forms and functions when applied to informational texts, for
example, visualizing is especially important when reading information
texts.

3. Teachers need to know more than the name of the reading strategy and
its definition to satisfy pedagogical needs in the classroom.

4. Self-monitoring strategies should be taught so that students become
aware that reading is strategic.



5. Teachers must consider individual student responses during teaching.

6. Teachers should scaffold student learning based on the reading
comprehension abilities that the students already possess.

Based on the findings, suggestions were made for future research, for

teachers, for educational administration and policy, and for the

development of informational reading materials.

Keywords: informational text, reading strategies, teaching reading
strategies.
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