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In Investigation of Scholar Prize “Reading Star “ in Taitung County
Lee Min-Ping
ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to investigate: First, how we encourage and promote
reading in Taiwan. Second, the situation of “Reading Star” competition . Third,
written format and styles of “Reading Star” scholar’s prize. Fourth, written content
and context of “Reading Star”.

In order to understand the following area, the researcher first overviews scholarly
literature related to a thesis topic on “reading” and provides a synthesis of related
ideas after analyzing the contents. Areas of focus are: 1. Importance of reading; 2.
How people promote reading and the effectiveness of reading; 3. Giving reading
instructions 4. Discuss the relationship between read and compose reading reports.
The author interviewed the principal of Feng-Yuan Elementary School, the sponsor of
the “Reading Star” to obtain first-hand information that may not be present in the
literature researched. Also, the researcher using “Text Analysis Method” thoroughly
analyzed the format and context of the work from nine of the best winners from the
“Reading Star” contest to understand the reading report. The result of this study is in
the following:

1. Current situation of promoting reading in Taiwan:
Ministry of Education continues to promote the development of reading proficiency.
Local government or authorities jointly manage or sponsor related activities.
2. “Reading Star” contest:
(a) From 2004 to 2006, the number of attendees increased and more outstanding works
has been awarded.
(b) More students from higher grade levels tend to enroll in the contest than lower grade

levels and have higher chance of been awarded.



(¢) Younger students prefer to read books with drawings or illustrations, whereas older
students likes texts more.

(d) Most winners focus on reading picture books.

(e) The reading habits and interests of the majority of winners are different from other
children.

(f) For those in the contest, there is no significant difference between the types of books
they read. However, contests from Taitung area seem to read multiple types of
books.

(g)It is found in this study that more top winners are coming from urban areas than those
from countryside.

3. Format of the winning works:
Usually, winners do not follow the format and style suggested by the organizing unit.
4. Content of the winner works:

(a) Most of them are well-structured with a main focus on topic, story, and the main
characters. They seldom mention about time, location, scenery, and background of
the story.

(b) From reading, most authors will have four stages responses of bibliotherapy,

mvolvement, identification , projection and insight through readying .

(¢) They appear to be able to identify the concept, map the concept, make connections,
find and evaluate information obtained, compare and contrast. They are inspired by
the process of reading.

(d) Most of the authors are not able to criticize the contents they read.

(e) They also could not think critically. They can interpret role, plot and main topics of
their readings but unable to annotate concretization, structure and viewpoint.

(d) The content of the work is to grasp the essence, appreciate the merits, clarify

doubts, utilize knowledge and integrate thinking skills.
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