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Han Preschool Teachers’ Perception of Aboriginal

Culture and Their Coping Strategies

Abstract

This study aims to present Han preschool teachers’ perception of aboriginal culture
and their coping strategies. The objectives of the study include: (1) to understand Han
preschool teachers’ perception of aboriginal culture; (2) to explore Han preschool
teachers’ philosophy of multicultural teaching in aboriginal regions; (3) to explore Han
preschool teachers’ coping strategies for multicultural teaching in aboriginal regions.

The subjects of this study were four Han preschool teachers who have worked or
are working in aboriginal regions, and the research attempted to shed light on the
preschool teachers’ perception of aboriginal culture and their coping process. The
methods employed were mainly semi-structured interviews, supplemented with
classroom observations and document analysis.

The conclusion of the study is as follows: Teachers’ personality traits, personal
education experience, teaching environment, advanced studies and reception of
multicultural information are relevant factors that affect their perception of aboriginal
culture and coping strategies. A teacher’s expertise in multicultural education is
displayed in her learning and passing on local culture. Such expertise and an
awareness of multiculture are developed in teaching demonstrations through sharing
and learning with other teachers, in utilizing opportune moments for education and
presenting and extending topics of multicultural issues in class, and lastly through
reflections on teaching.

In the end of the study, the researcher’s reflections were presented; that is, the
rationale of the research as well as thoughts and gains during the process were stated.

Keywords: preschool teacher, aboriginal culture
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