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Juvenile Delinquency in Taiwanese Young Adult
Literature - Using Contemporary Children’s

Literature Award works as Examples

Huang Jui-Ming
National Taitung University
The Graduate Institute of Children's Literature

Abstract

In ___ Contemporary Children’s Literature Award works, the youth are usually
adopted as the main characters. The plots of those works relate to adolescents’
frustration, self-discovery and a variety of behavior during their growth; besides, how
they react to their family is also focused. Within these subjects, the interactions
between the youngsters and their classmates, friends, family, and society trigger
numerous emotions, which further add rich color to these works.

In this research, 21 of ____ Contemporary Children’s Literature Award works were
chosen for studying and the focus was on the youth’s delinquency. The youngsters’
misbehavior was mainly categorized into 4 types, which were bad-habits, learning
disorder, conflict and violence. The problems reflected from those works and how
counselors assist those teenagers were explored. The discussion consists of the reasons,
process and results of the mentioned behavior, from which inductive findings were
described and some suggestions were addressed

Why juveniles misbehave entails more understanding and caring; whether the
teenager-work writers have been conscious of that is a question. The main purpose of this
study is try to direct the public’s attention at the youth group and act as a reminder for
writers to present youngsters’ real delinquency phenomenon. Based on the
aforementioned, readers could get more understanding of this group and hence provide
more assistance.

Keywords * Delinquency ,Young adult novels, Chiu Ko Modern Children's
Literature Award
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