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“What” s in the Name?”
A Linguistic and Cultural Approach to Teaching Name
Li-pin Lai
Abstract

The Grade 1-9 Curriculum stresses the importance of multi-culture and
integrated teaching, but the two essential concepts are rarely practiced in teaching.
Mother tongue teaching often emphasizes language skills and neglects culture
teaching. General program seldom integrates the diversified ethnic cultures in
Taiwan into curriculum. The study attempts to design and implement “Language
and Culture Teaching for Naming” through integration of language and culture for
students to understand and appreciate the diversity of Taiwanese language and
culture in order to achieve multicultural learning.

The research has two sections.  First, it expresses the culture of naming among
each ethnic group in Taiwan: Naming cultures of Taiwan’s ethnic groups and
historical background are compiled and concluded. The language and cultural
characteristics resulting from naming are then discussed to reveal existence of
languages diversity and its value.

Secondly, the research designs and implements the teaching activity of naming
culture: Naming cultures of Taiwan’s ethnic groups are integrated into curriculum
design and teaching activities of such issue are planned. By practical teaching,
multicultural spirit can be fulfilled in school education that facilitates students’
perception of multi-culture and linguistic human rights as well as mutual respect
among all ethnic groups.

The study result demonstrates naming teaching can be integrated into curriculum
through language and culture combination. It is found after carrying out the teaching
activities that students feel it interesting and are energetic. They understand
multi-culture more and appreciate the diversity of language and culture.

Keywords: naming, linguistic human rights, language diversity, multicultural
education
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