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A Comparative Study on Questioning performance and
Reading Comprehension between fourth and fifth grade
students.

~ Taking a primary school in Penghu as an example.

Jia- Xuan Zheng

Graduate Institute of Language and Literacy Education of National Taitung

University

Abstract

The source material of this study is the narrative and expository text in
PIRLS 2006. The objects of this study are fourth, fifth-grade students of an
Elementary school in Penghu. Data were collected of students’ questioning
levels, questioning types, and their reading comprehension. Content analysis
and interviews are used to compare and analyze the questioning
performance and reading comprehension among fourth and fifth grade
students.

Research results are as follows:
1. There was central tendency toward Fourth and fifth-grade students in
questioning levels and types in narrative and expository text.

Fifth-grade students have better performance in questioning than
\%


http://en.nttu.edu.tw/sp.asp?xdURL=./school/school_2-1_departments_department.asp&SchoolID=0030&SchoolAcademyID=368&AcademyDepartmentID=4685&ctNode=4371&href_from=&eat_subcategory_str=&mp=0030

fourth-grade students.

2. There was central tendency toward different gender students in
guestioning levels and types in narrative and expository text, but
differences are small.

3. Fifth-grade students have better reading comprehension than

fourth-grade students in narrative and expository text. N o significant

difference was found between both genders’ reading comprehension
in narrative and expository text. Students have better reading
comprehension in narrative text than in expository text. This result is
different from the PIRLS 2006.

4. Different grades and.gender have no effect on questioning
performance and reading comprehension. But students’ knowledge
and experience background have effect on the questioning
performance and reading comprehension. Teacher should improve
their knowledge and abilities about how to ask a relevant question
during class, provide multiple reading texts and with an open mind to
accept students’ various questioning. Then children can become

independent and respond readers.

Keywords: reading questioning performance, reading comprehension,

content Analysis, PIRLS
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